


FOREWORD BY
THE COMMANDING OFFICER

Le Col N L C Jiggess BSe FAOC

1985 {s a year of great change in the RAOC Apprentices College.
It sees the introduction of 4 three Cérm course and it will,
sadly, at the end of the year see the amalgamation of the
College with the Junior Leaders' Eegiment BCT. 19683 will,
however, be a full and busy year in the College. We have set
purse lves some difficult targets, not omnly B6 maintain our
standards io all Fields, but Eo raise them. With hard work
we will achiewve them. [ believe that we con also enjoy our=
selves and that at the end of the year we will be able to look
back on it and be proud that we were at the RAJOC Apprentices
College im 1985.

The introduction of the three term syllabus will not lead to

a lowering of standards, indead in some ways it gives us more
Flexibility in programse plamning. Trade training will now
take place as the first facet of mdult service. Programming
for the final term has leng boen a probles as the trade courses
are of differenc lonmpthse. I lope that we can pow achiewve a
pote ccherent {inal ters, sore tightly planned. The effect on
the young man joining will be very liccle differemt, 15 months
after reporcing he will scill ke qualified a8 a soldier and

L adesman.,

Since this is a particularly busy and notable year for the
College, Thunderbole will be published twice this year, inm
April and Decesber,



EDITORIAL

This is the penultimate edition of
the Thunderbolt and as such is a sad
moment to assume the Editorship.
Bowever, as you will see from the
following pages the College has been
going along at its usuval breakoeck
pace and the Apprentices have taken
pact in many challeénging aod enjoy=-
able activities which can dnly be
good for them as they face up to am
Army carcer which will take some of
them into the twenty first century.

I never had the bepefit of an “Army
Apprenticeship" myself, but have
alvays listened with great envy to
soldiers recounting the days of
their youth, and the good times they
hod in the Junior Army. Although wve
mellow with age, and it is Crue we
only remesher the good times, I am
sure the current *crop’ are enjoying
1ife just as the "old sweats' did,

and in yedra o come will seill talk
with affection about college 1ife.

T would like to thank all the con-
tributors to this edition of
Thunderbolt for the help and guidance
they bave given me in its prepara-
tion, as I was "throwm in at the
deep end" and had to start preparing
the magarine immediately on sy
arrival. In particular I wish te
thank the S5EQ0, who bhas alwayvs bean
avallable to offer his advice,

Finally I winsh to thank the staff
of the Printing Sectiom at COH
bonnington, for without them the
magazine would not be possible.
Nothing has been too much trouble
for them and they toke a great
pride in making Thunderbolt fnto
the magasine it is.

With Compliments

—
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COLLEGE STAFF LISTS

APPODINTMENT

SUMMER TERM 1984

WINTER TERM 1984

SPRING TERM 1985

COLLEGE HEADAUARTERE

Commanding OEfloaz

feptnd Lo Cimsds afd
Chief{ Inatructar

Al U EARL

Fadre

Rrgimenta] Sergesny Hajor
Chiwf Cleck

e COmPANY
Off Lloar Commandlog

Cospany Sefgoant Mayor
Trainsng CleTh

TEL]| MG w4
College Trainimg Officer

Eetarrnal Lesdership
Trainkmg

MiLiitary Tralning

Phyelcal Trainifg

BUREAR'S DEFARTMENT

Aidmin Offioer
HEm

AREIN WM
BESOUTY

LT Cal MLC Jiggana NG- AW
FAJOF G H Aahcrofil PRLE

Capt G & ol lewnd B&5T

faw 0 5 Rallay CT

Bl [RSMP G Brlecley HMRE RADS
ol [EQME] M R EaFes

BMaqor M AsBhcrofL BAST
B2 ICEml & J Frankiln
Fre & T Siwpson

Capt T A Bkl RAGE

Bag: J E Toatwacki
Bgk O E Wilwcn

Bayt J A Sl

Bgt O P F Frea

gt N [ Rainsy

Rl © & Burme

Cpl & 0 Hermsood

cpl © W Brarkack
W02 (QOMSTI} ¢ Hartln
tpl & E Franklis
Cpl B T Melartar
Cpl @ H Eoloms Ld

Lr Col (Recd] 3 F Davideon HRE
Sharer F Halker 8RN

Cpl B W Logten

Lt Tl MLLC Jiggeuns [BSc WADD

Majng B H Farey BADT

Cape W O Onla RACD

Aegw O G Dadley CF

Wal [(FPEM] 8 Brlefley MBE RAOC
[A0ME] ® R fDaron

Wi Farey RASC
(CHH] F § Pollowes
Eqt € Fnodes

Cagt P & Dall RAOC

Sagt J £ Tarwaski
Sgt 0 € Wilsen

Sugt J A Cosoh
Egi O F F Frda
Fgt B O Aainoy
£rl B A Purme
Cpl T W Erarbuwok

W
gpl |
cpk

Cpt ©
Cpl W

[GFE1] E martin
F T BcCartier

R B Hefenal:d
L B E Maggan
A

FlLikingoon

Ex ol {Eavd) ¢ P Davidacn =SE
Blaver P Walker BENM

Cpl B W Lusten

Li O] WLLD Jiggene BEc RADC

Mator B Il Farey BROC

Capt W 0 Cole PAGT
¥av O G Balley CT

WOl (ESH] S mrierley MBE RADC

WD ISQMBD € mhedaw

Capt P A& Sall BAGT
WOg CEH] PG Pellous
=0pl ¥ ElmpEcan

Cagk & & Ball BADC

Gmgt J Tarwacki

figt B E Wileon

Ggt 31 A Coak

Egt B F F Fras
Bgn B O Rmdney

epl B A Burns

Cpl © W Srarbuck
WOz Eh E Martlin
Cpl BT Mefarcar
Lae k& M MeDopald
Cpl © G E Horgan
Cpl A FLlRLtgjies

LE Col fmerd) & 0 Cayldson HRE
Elater v Malher TEN

Cpl B W Luaten




APPOINTHMENT SUMMER TERM WINTER TERM SFRING TERM
FrovoEL BII |BEEME P J Wise B2 INGMy B 3 Widwe Wil Znaw LEL
CATE=ING

fivchen Mansgar

& COMPANY

Bifioer Coweanding
oot - b n—foomang
CoEpadfiy Tafpoafkl Malos

Alamein Platoon

Erdamnes Platoos

Arnhas FLatoon

hidwn Flatesn

Arakan Plavocon

B COMPANY

o fieat Comsanding

Bgoond in Cossnd
Company Bergesnt Hsior

Balaelava Minriin
Platoon

Barilim PLaLocs

Purms Flatson

Eagil L E Bawaray ACC
Egt P R Bagiets ACC

ma} B C Gihn

Lt MW O Slepacn

WOl (SR D M 3 Roocke
Lt B 1 Astley

B C 0 Chelatophar

WO (REH) T J Wiss
fgtk B A Broce

Lt 3 M Pouglas
div J M Chilbare
BgE F & Welle

Lt 0 T Amtley
Bgt B © DCwanne

maj W M Eylide gGm
Capt W § Elwell
WOl (CEM] T 1 Lowg

Et L i Warkind
Bgt B & Scelacn

e L J Halegn B
Eqt H © Jenaws

fggr L E Breagey A0T
Sgt P B Easlett ACC

msf B & GinR
Capt 5 T Wi lean EFc
wWOL (CEMI WL Dlem

LW I hatkley
Egt C O Cheletsphes

ir L M layward
Ggt © N Brock

EX & W Dyrcon
Fgt B © Danne

EL T J Meus
Egt B A Wells

sy WO Wyride O0M
Capt B & Rimwlil
WEl [CEMI T I Lasg

Lt kW Wathins
Bgk K & Frelpom

Bt L J Halin BN
fgt N C Jopes

Feqr L © Brearey ADT
Bt F B Maslsir ACT

Hai B & Glss
Capt § F Wilmon BSE
WOl [COMI W I Ricw

LE = I Assley
Fgt € D Christopher

Lt L H Mayward
Bgt £ & Peddoww

LS & W Buytom
Bqgt B © Dunne

Lt T 3 Keds
Egt F & Wolle

Hal M W Sypdile OOM
Capt B M mouat
WOl (CEM| E E Wlu=s

LE & N Wathina
Egt H A Gnelmcn

Le T R Eiess WEALD
Bgt W & Williw




APPOTNTMENRT

SUMMER TERM

WINTER TEPFM

SPRIRG TERM

Berghazi Flatocm

Oriel Plabass

CRACATION WEHE

Fenjior Fdusatlcn QEfloer

Inatructore

Ciwillas 1RSLIGOLGER

Ltk M C B oWilhes
Bgt © J Turpin

Le © P Dawddih
Eygt F R Slicox

Maj M J MeManum
BN MLLty BAED

Capt & F Chatwick BN WEAD
L: J L Fewton ESc BARELC

Maj (Botdl @ J Porrest BA

Mr W [ Johreon 84
Hr W J Hebos BSe
Hr J I Waksdcn

JEE WO D M Lean
Egr & & Turpls

ks & F Dawsan
Egi P B Eilgex

Ha] M 1 HoManuss
Pk FLarr RAEC

Capt J M Chadwick DA EPAC
Lt & L Sewlen BBe RAEC

Le # & C Soow 0K WRAD
Hy F lekp BA

My M " Johrain DA

My W J Hehilkan BSE

Mxr I F Wagzan

Lt WG B Wilken
Sgt A E Iycineka

I/Lt T F Fawmon
Egt T ® Eilcom

Maj M J Hopsnus
B MEispn BRAEC
Capr 0 O Elliw REART

Ltk F B Fipme L& WEAD

F Haap BA

M r dJohnadn BA
E Hcfan BEc

J F Wakacn
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HG COMPANY
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Esthers faremel] drimks at the Pop Frm Clnd

The C0) vy if all wnth Faserr

College Roadguarters has seen a
dramatic (and traumatic) turnaver
of scaff ia che last year. First
te leave was Capt Crabam Hazlewood
on posting te DSM{A). The memory
of Capt Hazlewood being pourcd inte
o taxi on his final departure will
long remain with us., MNext to go
was Esther, CHQ's fsraeli represonta-
tive, who has kept us all im top
gear for 20 years with copious
supplies of "Turkish Coffes™. Life
without Esther nnd her coffes will
never be the sare again! Ho goaner
had we reovered from Esther™s fare=-
well drinks when our Chilean Military
Attache, Major George Asherofr,
announced his sl sent departure to
LE{A) Andover. Questions wore soon
to be asked in the Hoose (Esather
House | mean) as co whethetr CHD

would cope without all chis talenc:
However, the posting [n of Major
Robin Farey anmsd Capt Bill Cole, owut
two @x colenials, stopped this
“"brain drain'" as they took over the
posts of 2IC and Adjutant respec=
tively. Howewver, ower recent months
they both seem to be suffering from
withdrawnl symptons dus to the lack
of sun. The Adjutant has in fact
been doing his bit for the unem—
ploved - hiz job creacion amd job
sharing sceme has worked wonderfully
wall. So far this year the Tralning
Clerk has been Acting Chief Clerk,
the CSM acting K5 and the ESM
Aeting Adjutant with the Adjutant

at home studying for POS 2 - only

a staff pass will suffice now!

Last to lesve was our Chief Clerk,



Mapor €7 Avkorafts farcsel! drinks
*You caw lose your Bair i oher Job™

WOZ Mick Marom, who iz now on the and Evelyn provided a marvellous
LEL at Sutton Coldfield. His place back=up for us all and wve thank thes
ig being filled, teoporarily at for their efforts.

least, but Sgt Chris Bhodes POERY
The months ahead loading up to

We could not close this missive amalgasation have many challenges
without a werd about ocur civilian in store and vou can be sure that
staff. CGerda, ¥amcy, Paul, Margaret CHQ will be leading from the front.

;:fﬁmf ADTUTANT

— e e e e T i

_j-gl IN G E{—‘nm

= p——— Tww—_

ATy m:g; CLFREW

" you SEE MORE ...
CACTING ARCUND HERE »
THAM YoU EVER SEE .

AT
STRATFORD
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A COMPANY
0C My R G Ginn RAOC
2IC  Capt 5 P Wilson B5¢ RAOC
CS8M  WO2Z W L Rice

A COMPANY PERMANENT STAFF

Spr Dwewse  Sgr Beddosn S Cherietapher  Sgr Welli

Lt Hayward Le Burson Cuapt Wilkews May fioem W02 (CSM) Riee Lo News Lr Astiey

There have been a number of changes
in A Company since the last edictiom
of the Thunderbolt magazine was
published in the summer of 1984,
Many people, both permanent staff
and apprentices have moved on to new
pastures while new faces have
arrived to fill their places. In
spite of all these changes A Company,
under the leadership of Major Ginom,
still retainas its position as che
premier Company of the College.

The firet of these chanpes occurred
at the ead of the susmer term when
Ardepnes Flatoon passed out (though

due to the bad weather they very
neatrly swam out) of the College.
Also leaving in August was Lt
Cilbert = the platoon comsander of
Aden whose posting to Canada gave
mote aopportunity for glissading
down mountains on his chin.

The winter term began with a record
numher of recruits joining A

Company forming two new platoons.
Ammhesn and Ardennes under the leader=
ship of two newcomers to the
Company, Lt Burton, transferring
frem B Company, aod Lt Haywacd. To
help them in their new posts both



ware aselaged by experienced
Sorgeants Dunme and Brock respec—
cively. Apcther new [ace at this
time was che Company second-in—
Comsand Capt Wilson wha took aver
Irom Lt Simpson thus allewing him
to return ta bis plataom which were
che new fourth Cerms, Aden, an
apalgapation of Arnhem and Aden
rlatoofs .

The winter term st the Company
training hard for the twe major
sporting events of the term.

Firstly the cross=country race and
then the intercompany boxing tourna=
ment. The C8M, W0Z Rooke, worked
hard to train oUr CrosS8=country
squad and in the end all of the
training paid off and A Company

won the race by » handsese marpin.

This win was a ideal leaving present
for the Sergeant Major who was
poited to Cermany a few days aiter
the race. The Company also gave che
C8H a send off, he was presented
with a gold watch and then paraded
out of the College in the bucket of
a Hymac eartls mover te thoe accom
paniemest of the Corps of Druss.

He was last seen hanging on for his
life as the bulldozer drove off down
the main road at 30 mph but finally
he reappeared later at the Sgts Moss
where he was dined out by all the
Company staff. Alsc leaving tha
College in mid=term was Lt Douglas
who went sway for a throe year
vacation at university. Arriviag

to take their places was Lhi new

CEH W02 Rice and Lt Hesa.

My Girwm gl LS Konke

MORE EMODTION FACKED FHOTOS ON THE NEXT PRGE ... Spa!



(58 Boody amd v oharinl




The boxing team meamwhile were in
strict, rigorous traiming for the
tournament. As the competition
drew closer this training intensi-
fied until the Company coaches,

Sgtes Chrigvophar, Dupne and Mr
Grimes were able to select a team of
9 perfectly trained fighters. Omce
again all this training paid off

and A Company won the boxing tourma-
ment by 6 bouts to 3.

By now the end of term was draviog
closer and everyonos attentcion was
turned to working for the end of
term and the passing out parade of
Adén Platoon. Fortunately chis
time the rains held off and the
parade was very successful. Also
leavwing with Aden was their Platoon

Commander, Lt Simpson (now Capt)
and Egt Brock = also promoted on
posting, it was obviously a good
time to leave the College.

Coming up to the present, the spring
torm began with the arrival of a new
group of recruits who made up the
new Aden Platoon. Under the guidance
of Lt Ness and Sgt Wells they are
slowly turning from civilians inoto
goldiers and have the makings of a
first class platoon. MHeaowhile the
ald hande of Alnsein, Arphem and
Arvdemnes are atill enjoying life in
the Cellege and are locking forward
to Company camp and all cthe other
events this term. However, the
platoon commanders will tell cheir
own stores in more detail as follows.

ARDENNES PLATOON
Plaroon Commander Lt L M Hayward
Platoon Sergeant Sgt D R Brock

Ardennes Platoon came to life on

4 Septembher 1984, On that day the
new recrults arrived at the College
to start their atsy careers. In the
weoks that {ollowed the platoon
moved frem a disorganized group of

civilians to a close knit platoon
which has proved itself to be a fit
and competitive team.

Since being at the College, Ardennas
have taken part in two Battle camps.



On the first "Sport Billy"™ (Apte
Hill) proved his fitness by running
all over the training ares in search
of the remainder of the platocon. We
were, at the time, sitting in the
open having a leisurely lunch! The
s&cond, hodever, was the harder and
more rewarding of the two. Although
it was a licele damp and chilly at
times the platoon msnaged to

survive the ordeal with a sense of
humour. Ewven AFPteé Shear, while oo
a night navigation exercise, could
raise a smile as he sank up Lo his
navel in a very wet, cold and s=elly
bog: Howewver, his section had the
last laugh as they watched hin
expression as he pulled his trousers
on next morning.

(o the sporting frent Ardennes have
shoun themgelves to he fit and
capable. In the [nter platoon
cross country chaspiopship Ardennes
cams second — npo sean fcat for a
recruit plagoen,. Congratulations
should goe o "Frenchie" (Alepl
La-Carpancier) who surprised every-
ane, ewven himaelf, by coming Jrd in
the individual cospetition. Rusour
has it chat he only ran quickly so

[

he could get a cigarctte before the
remainder of the platoon turned up.
(He holds the platoon record for
peeling an orange in his pocket!)

For some reasofn a high percentage of
the platoon participate in the
demanding sporet of judo = could this
ba because the platoon commander is
the Judo officer and they want their
ravenge? Unfortunately for them Le
Hoyward can hold his own!

As always the College works hard mmd
ploys hard snd Ardennes are no
exception. To this end the platoon
visited Heage, corth Derbyshire and
a good time was had by all. A
kpecial thanks goes to Mr A Burton
for mllowing was to uwse his land as a
campeite. The visit was so success-
ful that a return visit is planncd
enabling old romances to be ro—
kimdled; some membors, howewver,
nasely 'Stabber Travers', are not so
encthusiastic on meating old
acquaintances. Perhaps they will be
a litele more choosey about che
eospany they keep.



The 1% weeks of the firsc corm seomed
to fly by and at the end the Etrans=-

tormation from civilian Lo apprentice
wis complete. As the last apprentice
piled into the transpert at the starc
of the Christmas recess, cthe placcon

staff breathed a aigh of relief,
being secure in the knowledge that
on return the platoon would be
willing and able to continue thelr
training.

ALAMEIN PLATOON
Platoon Commander Lt N I Astley RAOC

Platoon Sergeant  Sgi C I Christopher RAOC

With the rest of the College swvay at
Teoby im June last year, Lt Astley
and Sgt Christopher waited eagerly
in the Kon Tiki Club to meet the
group of just over 30 scruffy and
nervous civilians who were destined

to becone Alamein Platoon. Within
the firsr two weeks some decided
that the army life was mot For them
sd 1t was a much smaller platoon
that went out on the First Batctle
Camp to learm the rudiments of life
in the Eield, The exercisc went
witl! and few will ever forget the

i1

memorable performance [rom Al'Ce

"Epider-eater” Wright or APte
Cravford"s demonstcation of field
latrioes.

The [irst term was extremely short,
being only & weeks, but by the end
of it some of the platoon were
beginning to show leadership
potential. So it was that term two
began with Alcpls Crawford, Brash,
Ewen and Didcote warily assuming
ROO status amongst the new recruits.



A few weeks into term two the
platoon suffered che ordeal of the
récruit drill competition with the
tew "Corps Uistory” phase. Many
thours of practice later (aod after
one false sgarc), all the effort was
tedarded ond Alasein Platoon scored
a convincing vietory. Hamy still

argue thet che margin could have
been ever larger, and that APte Ford
was NOT wrong when he replied that
the College Chief Clerk was Major

G M Ashcrofe RADC!

Exercise Night Walker was a
patrolling exercise that took place
early in tere two and introduced the
placeon to recces, assaulis and
being "bugged=out" in the middls of
tha night. APte Grimshaow will
carcainly not be forgotten for his
impression of a wvalking basha; and
Al'te Wright also gave a star par-
formance as a [rogman when be showed
us how to skirmish through a pond!

Exarcise Deep Hole was the second of
the fera two Battle Camps and

invalved defence and HBC. The

plagoon dug inte a defensive location
around Hankley Common and discovered
the delights of hole dwelling. Somo
gald that ALepl Brash and Afte Vosper
wonk a little oo far — thelr tresch

had an indoor sieming pool! Aptes
Cook and Hall set a new record for
the 100 metres whon they acke during
the night to find thac chey had slept
through an MBC alarm. They both
agresd later, however, cthat C5 gas is
vonderful for clearing the nose and
throat:

The final attack will cercalnly mot
ke forgetten by APtes Enott, Hullatt
ard the now face from Junior Guards,
AFte Fhillips. They weére tasked to
silence a roviag sentry and, having
waded waist deep through a bog chay
began to crawl towards him. Forty
mitutes laver they were within two
yards of him as he patrolled up and
down, when suddenly he about burned,
valked down the track - and never
returned.

The term ended with the passing out
parade and Alamein Platoon gave the
display as the Corps of Drusa.

Meopls became ACpls and APres Wright,
Knott, Grayton and Kennedy took their
place. ACpl Crawford won the Bost
Recruit Cup and Alamein won the inter
plateon Orienteering competition.

This tern Alaseln are busy on educa-
tion and are looking ferward co
company camp and Exevcise Hard Slog
in Capel Curig. As third-terms they
contine to set an example to cthae
other platoons and axpect to bring
hooe more trophies before chey
finally pass out as asdult soldiers.

ARNHEM PLATOON

Platoon Commander

Lt AW Burton RAOC

Platoon Sergeant Sgt R C© Dunne RAQC

"Can you box? Flay tugby?
experience with a saw?

Amy

These were the first guestions the
new recruits of Armhem Platoon had
to answer upon arriving at the

Col lege on & Sep 84, The first from

12

the C5H, second f[rom their platcon
commander and the last [rom the
peracn who the recruits scon learnt
wag their 0C, Major Ginn.

That was bhow Arphes began their army
careerd and that i how chey continued.



The rigours of milicary craining were
compounded by boxing training, rugby
training and other such "strenuous"
purduies .

The fivst term progressed with the
waiil highlighte and fair share of
incidents. Within the firse week
APce Maasss had digcovered the folly
of teving to tackle Lt Burton during
rughy Craining (all he wanted was a
hospital dinner). APte Capel had
sucgumbed to the expértise of Cpl
Morgan, the jude instructor and
avaoided further encounters by
pretending be had a broken leg (he
should have stayed with rughby}.

The team spirit, however, began to
build and Ammhem gradually becane a
name to be reckoned with, They won
the Recruit Drill competition agaiosg
fiecce :ampctiticn from Ardennes and

Berlin Platoons. They also managed to

collect the most momey for charity on
not one but twe occasions for S55AFA
and White Lodge.

13

During tha (irst term they visited che
Hational Hotor Musoum, Boauliou,
volunteered to assist the Basingstoke
Capal Preservation Sociccy by holping
to clear a atretch of the cannl near
Fleot (& few took this as an
opporfunity to practice for their
pilitary ewimming cest)] and cowards
cthe end of term wvere rewarded with an
afceropon"s flying in a Lynx heli=
copter.

Arohen Flatoon now enter thelr second
ters as & competent, military ceam.

A few peraonalities worthy of mention
are ALepl Crawford who caprained the
College lat XV in his first temm.
ACpl Griffiths was promoted straight
to that rank from APce, AFte Hopewell
has caken over as che Drum Major for
the Corpg af Drums. ACpl Crawiord
and APce Harcis were selected for the
Army Under 19 Rugby trials and APLes
Hash, Sanders, [Dulston, Crawford and
Byboer were promoted Eo ALcpl. Well
done to all.



ADEN PLATOON

Platoon Commander

Lt T ] Ness RAOQC

Platoon Sergeant  Sgt P A Wells RAOC

Throughout last term dden Platoon
were without regular platoon staff,
Srt Wells was away being educaoted
and Lt Simpson was posted just after
half term. Lt Ness arrived co take
over at the end of Occober.

The second half of the cerm was
taken up with two main ewvents, the
4th term Battle Camp at Sennybridge
and the passing out parade on 7 Dec.

The rather arducus eonditcions in
Sepoybridge tescod the plagocon te
their limits and fieldcraftc had
never been such fun, or o APte

Burns told us from his hospital bed.
The poor weather almost wiped out the
range work, but valuable lessons

were laarnt by all.

After Battle cosp the practice for
the passing off parade began almost
immediately and by way of a relief

from the drill, a platoon wisit te

Lulworth Cove was arranged. be whers
able Eo see Chieftain (lowd ien"t icC)
Scorpion ‘and Scigitar in action and
also allowed (although somewhat
relouctancly by the lrish Guards) te
clamber onte the wehicles while they
wera firing. Despite the actiom
nobody (except Lt ¥ess) was tempted
te cransfer to the Boyal Armoured
Corps. Those people who forgot their
aar dofenders will certainly newer
forget their visic to the Gunnery
School .

The end of tere parade was o credic
to the hard work put in by the wvheoele
plactcon, a8 they passed out from che
College. Tha drill was of a vory
high standard; even 8 Company agrecd
with vs. ASgte Mumford and Berry
wor major College prizes for best
sportscan and best all pounder res—
peccively, ending & very successful



day for the platcon, Once they had
gooe, the fun wasn't over as Lt Ness
wag bodded down with chickeppox, a
legacy of APte Burgess' constant
visics to che Medical Centre.

The nev Aden Flatoon arrived on

3 Jasuary and qulckly settled into
the routine of the College. Their
firat test was a success as thay
narrowly defeated Ardennes Platoon
in an inter platoon cross COUnLEY
tace. APtes Hayes, Andersen, Knowles
and Higginbottom perforaing very
well, securing themselves a place in
the College squad after ouly one
week. The platoon have just sbout
managed to grasp the fact that they
are in the arsy and are beglonlog
to form a well=koic team. The
mystery as to which hobby and aport

they have boon allocated has slowly
baen unravelled and when APte Walker
was asked, he veplied "Both Sguash,
Sir" and was ismodiacely told o
rapore aick.,

The platcon's first Bactle Camp had
Le Ness and Sgr Wells worrying about
theic sanity amd halr loss res-
peceively. Alcheugh Lt was their
first night out, everyone came out
#miling except APte Coulter who
achieved second best n the judo
competition with AFte Young. At
least neither of them will go any=
where without their personal weapon.

The platoon is now looking forvard
to half term (already?) and more
importantly their second Battle Comp
on 20 February.

B COMPANY
OC Maj N N Wylde QMG RAOC
21C Capt T N Mouat RAGC
CSM W02 (CSM) E E Blunn RAOC

Sinee the last set of motes were
written for this illustrious tome,
theére have been no lezs than 15
changes of face in the Company and
one major change of location. The
Company offices moved 120 meEres to
a new building in the Summer. This
was seen by the longest serving
members of the Company (the civilian
office scaff) to be a historic
gccasion. The now, bright offices
have been & fltcing location for the
much changed Company Staff List.

In no particular order we said good-
bye to the oldest apprencice in the
world, WOl (CSM) Travor Long, whoe

left the College for the fourth time,
on retirement. Fe is seill to be
seen in Deepeut (either at the Bookliea
or walking his whippers). <Capt
RBichard Elwell and Lt Lance Halln

left us for the ATOa Courae in
Eineton. Sgts Robertson, Carlin and

Jones left us for Homg Xong, Pader=
born and AMFL Coy RAGC, respectively.
We wigh them all well in their
various unemployments .

We welcomed Major Nigal Wylde QCH
from HRIXMIS in Berlin, Caopt Tom
Mouatr from Dulsen, Los Chris Eush—
worth and Penny Simms {rom Corps
Mobile Display Team and the RAEC
Edvcation Centre. Also arrived are
Sgts Mark Snolsen {rom Hectors House,
Peter Silecox from the Training
Battalion and Nigel Willis who is
anothier ex Dulmen chindic.

The Company year followed such the
usual course, the first event warthy
of note was the College camp. The
Comp was located primarily at Tenby
with outstations in the Brecon

Beacons and Oban. Inm Tenby the
activities included, parascending,
climbing and abseiling, sailing, wind=-



surfing, cycling and shooting. At
Brecon the entertainoent was more
homely, with orientation problems and
Cordon Bleu cocking for campers. The
Uhan group was employed practising
their sub aqua skills.

Back at College the Summer term was
quite busy, the term leaves had
second Battle Camps at Sennybridge
and consequently much time was spent
on runs and visiting the Depot Para
and Airborme Forces (but only the
assault course).

Beriin and Burma platoons both took
part in Eoyal Commormeealth Society
for the Blind, the former in the
Laphbourn Downs and the latter in the
Halvern Hills. Burma used this as a
ware up for their platoon exercise
which was built around tackling the
Like Wake Walk - this was completed
within the time limits during a cold
veckend in November.,

On the aporting side, during the
Sumsatr term, the Company won both the
swimping and the tug-of-war - Hala-
clava placson finighed their eime at
the College having never lost a Tok
match .,

On the tennis front, ASgt Hewnes was
runner wp in the Army Junior Teonis
compotition and in the RAMIC Tenois
Championehip XLt Wilkes won the Flate
competiticn,. AFte Robbins and ASgt
MNawmaed won the Appremtices doubles
anid APro Eobbins carried on ©o win
the singles [or Apprentices.

In August we said goodbye to a large
part of the Coopany. The BA Lers

leaves of Berlin and Balaclava
passed out on the wettest day of the
summer with the Deputy DGOS, Hrig

d A Holme, as Inspecting Officer.

During the Summer recess many of che
Compapy and almost all of the Per-
manent Staff took part im Adven—
turous training expeditions. Lt
Lloyd Watkins was loaped to A Copr
pany and spent a wet week in the
Lake District, Lt Lapce Hallin and
Sgt Mark Spelaon ook B apprentices
to Cyprus. Lt Hick Wilkes went to
the Isle of Man and Lt Clive Dawson
also had to take thoese on aub agus
to the Isle of Han, as the [lights
to Sardinia were unavailable.

During the Winter term there were
two charity colleccions and a number
of oxtra curcicular accivicies. The
Company wvisited CVD Ludgershall and
the Firepower Demonstration at War-
minster. Burma and Beaghael
Platoons Wwent Lo Denmark on Exercise
B¢ld Gannet (Hrave Seagull) to be
usod ps professional casunlties.

In the confines of the Collage the
Company came secend in che Boxing
and the cross country with ACpl
Newvton taking first place and Burma
Platoon sacond place in the inter-
platoon event,

Christmas smw che celebrationa
successfully carried out without
injury for the first tioé in many
¥oaTE. Sgr Mark Snelson was absent
in Cyprus, parascending again and
consequantly miseed all the cele-
brations.

BALACLAVA PLATOON

Platoon Commander

IMatoon Scrgeant

Incake day sav a steady stream of
hopefuls arriving, and arriviog,
and arviviog until the Kon Tiki

was packed to over!lowing as ope of

Lt C Rushworth RAOC
Sgt C J Turpin RAOQC

the largest intakes to date assembled
to form the first Cermsers. As a
velcoming gesture the platocon staff
laid on some snow and freezing winds

L
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to g0t the scene and Balaclava form. Work has already begun with=
Platoen shivered into existence over in the platoon on captuting a few
the weokend. of the gliccering prizes thar swait

in this "end of era" vear.
The large numbers iovolved created

numercus chal lenges not least of The 4B=hours exercise proved a new
which was the cxtent o which clasa= experience for many and again the
roomns wete packed, even H5Ps ﬁuang platoon staff manasged to indent for
Skill=at<Arms seem to take half the coostant rainm and howling winds for
legson to complete, The faino- the first period, mainly to demon-
hearted have bepun te diasppear, strate the effective wvaterproofing
gome soonar thon others amd The even lavighed at great cxpende oo the
msore falot hearted didn't even much loved and highly practical
bother to turn up. British Arwy Large Pack, The
exarcise on che whole went woll and
The placoon hae caken well to ics the basic lessons were hoisted in
new identity and ite desciny, without much trouble. A good atart
having the distinction (7) of being te the ters with promise for the
part of the last intake to undergo future, HOWEVER, there is still a
a complete avllabus at the RAGE long way (o PY saaas

Appreatices College im its present

BERLIN AND BALACLAVA PLATOONS
Platoon Commander Lt L H Watkins RAQC
PMlatoon Sergant  Sgt M A Snelson RAOC

At the beginming of their fourth At the begimning of the term their
ters the two platoons amalgamated platoon staff were Lts Diwson and
for their finmal term in the College. Watkins and Sgts Carlin and Snelson.



The remsons for the amslgamation
were the iopending posting of the
"Screaming Skull' Sgt Deonis Carlin
who went to 3 Ord Hattalion in

Paderborn and the move of ZLt Dawson

to command Bruoei Platoon.

Due to the large nusbers in the
platocon the trade trainiog wvas
staggered throughout the term which
cavsed many problems of co-
ordination for all their various
courses. (Driviong, trade, pre-
bactle camp and the fourth term
bactle camp). The advantage of the
large nmumbers was it allowed the
platoon ataff to go to Sennybridge
twice).

Sennybridge proved co be the mosc
popular area of all the ters ac
leant with tha platoon scaff. The
firat battle camp was conducted in
the rain and the zecond bartle camsp
vas also conducted in the rain but
everyone enjoyed these DIY affalra
{cook your owm food, dig your own
trench, dress your own trench feer,
ete). The almost ubequivecal
opinion was that the training was
hard and the battle camp harder but
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sore gnjovable than people thought
reseible,

Back at the College the variety
continued, £iX apprentices were
seconded to the Corps Mobile DHaplay
team for the Junior Army Ddsplay at
Bagsingbourp, an enlightening exper—
ience for being the centre of
attraction withoot being in trouble.

Alge during che summer torm was che
annueal College Camp at Tooby. The
it popular event of the camp was
axercise Brecon Delight (Yogi-Bear)
with park rangers Tarvacki and
Elwell, olse popular was food-
peiscning - aot from the exercise
but frew Taffies greaschurgers in
Tenby.

The final three weeks of torm was
eccupied with drliill, deill and in
the few spare moments = drill.
Balaclava managed o spare an afcer—
noon aod uphold the unbeaten College
record by winning the Tug-of-War, an
event they First won in their thind
week in the College a8 new recruits.

In the final wveek of rerm there was



a Hegimental Dinner for the toms
leavers, organised by their placecn
staff. The guest of honour was the
Commanding Officer, Lt Col HL C
Jigpgens, who gave a speech reminding
the gathered company of all they had
done and forewarning them of the
future. The thank you speeches
were given by ASgt Pettener and the
junior mesher APte C P Jiggins {pure
coincidence). In the after dinner
ginging competition Berlin and
Balaclava drew, but APte Petrie won
the Berlin platoon noise supprossion
competition.

The Passing Out Parade was on the
wettest day of the summer but the
Inspecting Officer blamed the
weather on the Commanding Officer.
End of term prizes were won by many;
namely:

ASget Cranmer won the Sergeants’ Cup
as che best all rounder

ASge Pettener won the Pedlar Cup for
leadership.,

APlee Edwards won the Tec H Cup for
education.

BERLIN PLATOON
Platoon Commander Lt L. H Watkins RAOC
Platoon Sergeant Sgt M A Snelson RAQC

The new Berlim Platoon forsed up in
September 1984 under the tender
mercies of Lt L H Watkins and Spt

H A Enelson and gQuickly came o the
fore by losing 6 people through
injury or hopesickness (in one week)

The highlights of the firsc cerm
were drilil, first aid, deill, field=

b

craft, drill, =ap reading and drill.
There wore twe exercies in which all
that had been learnt and forgotten
wis pevised and practised. The
bigpest exercise of the first term
wag at Longmoor {(which at the cime
was surtounded by peace women due to
the deployment, perhaps, of cruise
miesiles there.



The platoon believed that che enesy
deploved apaimst chem was } Fara,
which concencraced cthe mind somewhar]
and the exercise climax was a very
successful walk through che Haspahire
counteveida,

Back at the Camp there was a weekend
trip to Long Marsden drag raciog asd
to Steatford. The weather wasa't
too gpectacular but the slight of a
Hillman imp dolog [llc flacs was.

For the end of cerm passing our
parade the platoon gave the Cymnastic
display, about which was said by

maAny Lo be the best display for
EATY YOATE.

The Hew Year heralded no major
changes in the plateon, although
they ware no longer the junior
platcon of the Company. Already the
platoon wvers looking forvard to the
two major events of the term =
flestly the platoon skiing exercise
in Scotland Exercise Hibermian Snow.
This teck place over half-term and
Later in the term the Company comp
at dakelampton

ERUNEI PLATOON

Platoon Commander

Lt C P Dawson RAOC

Platoon Sergeant  Sgt PP R Silcox RAOC

19 ywoung men walked into the College
on 1B Jun BLA to become Brunei
Flatoon. Their fivec corm was one
of only & weeks and a lot of hard
work had to be done o fic in all
the training. As well as milicary
training the platoon were invelved
in preparing for the log and gyor

nastic display for the passing out
parade inm August.

The plateoon put on a fine display ot
the passing out parsde, especially
the gyenasts who ecarried on their
display despite the top of the box
being blown off. The platoon then



Wik away on Bummer rocoss oxcepk
for & Apprentices, Hardway, Sparrow,
Binclaie and Bamfarth who went

cti a sub agua expedition to che

Iale of Man.

The second term began in Septembar
and the platoon started to prepare
for the two battle camps., The
firat battle camp was hald on
Barossa traiping area and was run
by Lt Malin and 5gt Silcom, 2Lt

C P Dawson being avay on a sul aqua
course. The second battle camp was
training area at Hagley, this was A
b-day exercise run by ILt Dawson,
gt Silcox and Cpl Surns.

In heoween the 2 battle camps the
plateon travelled to Lydd and Hythe
ranges for o week's shooting camp
arl all except two passed their
AFWET .

Af the Christmas passing off Parade
Brunei Flatcon appeared on the
pguare for the first time and then
went away on Christmas leawve.

This winter term the platoon haie
been ipvolved io Education =
preparing for the JAEC's. They
bave just returned from a hard
wegk"s ELT camp in Hales.

BENGHAZI & BURMA PLATOON
Platoon Commanders Lt P R Simms WRAC/2Lt N C B Wilkes RAOC
Platoon Sergeants  Sgt N A Willis/Sgt A E Zycinski RAOC

HE

SUMMER TEHM 18984

Benghazi and Burma Flatoon boganm thoir
second borm with religh, finally
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begioning to put in some effort and
winning the QMSI'"s Patrol cospetition.
This good start was kept up in the
fporta competition where the extra



suscle put on in che previous

vonths enabled us to reach the semi-
final, losing finally to che 4eh
tersers [rom Balaclava Flateon.

June gy Company Camp d4f Tenby where
the whole platoon tried their hands
at tock climbing, abseiling, sailing,
canoeing, windsurfing and para=-
scending.
to enjoy themselves it was "'get oo
the truck” and off to Ezercise Brecon
Delight. Meeting up with various
members of Ehe Permanent 5taff in the
middle of a field in Horth Wales was
a culture shock Eo say nothiog of the
shocks they had over the next 3 days.
Survival was the oame of the game and
scrounging food became second nature.
On returning to Tenby where food was
plentiful the platoon scon found out
it was not wise to eat all that your
eyes can pee — the Medical Centre
certainly had their work cut out,

Back to the grind aftar Tenby they
heralded tha third baccle casp and
with it CE ga=. Anochor wisic Eo
Long Valley, the emphasiz this tise
being on digping crenches, filling
them in and digging chem again. We
epded tarm two with a Sunday afcer—
poon stroll of 18 miles arcund
Wilrghire in aid of charicy.

WINTER TERM 1984

Education Term began with JAEC 2 and
then for those who did well, the
chance to #it EPC in military cal-
calations and Army ino the Contempor-
ary World. Just to telieve Lhe
“"brain hashing" of the third term,
news come through that wolunteers
were required to go on exercige in
Denmark = 10 days spent lying in
hospital beds as casualties = every=
body went!!

Being the third cerm, tchere was
always the challenge of Capel Curig
to look forward te, oot to mention
the thought of seeing Ssgt Tarwacki
again, Weather was not on our side
but even so we enjoved a nusber of
walks (often longer than intended)

Just as they were beginning

taking in the picturesque views of
Snowdonia,

SPRING TiRM 1985

Trade and Driver training made up
mosat of the first half of Benghazi's
final cerm. Seversl A" grades im
trade and fortunately oo failures
bogan the term well, Oriver
training was the nexe hill to climd
which everyone cnjoyed, cxcept for
Afte Paul who finds it hard to ride
a4 bicycle, lot alone a car. 20
Apprencices cook e the hills again,
this time wearing skis in both &
Scobland and Germany whilst the
romainder ook pare in interescing
pucsuits such as Para Depot
troinasioe, military skills competi=
ticops apd wisits Eo various umifs,
not o mentionm lots of practice at
Silent Drill for the Passing Qut
Farade.

Exercise "Fioal Trial' took on a new
lock this tere, unbekoown to the
Apprentices in both Platoons -

"This doesn"t look esuch like Senny-
bridge"”. "That's "cause it isn't".

The and draws ever closer until the
final wesk and POT' rehearsals,
soroing, noon and nighe. Then Jrd
April, the big day. Burma and
Benghazi Platoons pass out and go
into Adult Service.

Good leck to you all in your future
CATeers .




GYMNASIUM NOTES
by WO2 (QMSI) Edward Marun

Just prier 1o putting pen to paper
compl ling these notes 1 went through
the somsvhat aad and painful process
of handing over my GvEmasium Lo oy
pucceasor (QMST Joe Graham) upon oy
pesting to Bellze (Central America).
Everything seemt ao final and per—
mitent and you realise that yet
another chaptetr af your life is
cloged, It seess like last week when
1 was a junior soldier myself and
like yesterday when T drove into
Dettingen Barracks Lo Atart my Loufr
of duty with the College. Sadness
can turo fote desperation when I
think rthat & more tours and =v 22
years secvice are up and vetlrement
may be imminent. Oh well, suech is
life,

1 hand over Lo QHSL Joe Graham who
is not only a long standing col-
league of mine personally but one of
the APTCa true stalwarts. With the
Collepge nearing its end of era and
the impending move to Colerne drawing
oear, it would have made practical
soense for me co have extended my towr
to the end but that is pot to be for
roasons best known to APTC Becords
Office, 1 thank the Commanding
Dfficer preacly for his efforts in
trying to sccure my post longer but
alas it is not to be, With this in
mind therefore I am Jdolighted that
it is o QM51 Grahas I band ovar to
and 1 as confident of the service
given to the College being second co
nene, Good luck [o vour tour, Jow,
aind 1'am sute you will even furchar
the College muccess record)

Further stafl changes inclede the
pending promotion atd posting (alec
to Belize) of Cpl Bab McDonald., Cpl
Mac MeCarter soldiers on with che
College and will hopefully sove on Lo
attend the Advanced PT course towards
the end of the year (subject to his
VETY Severs injury in 4 very severs
region recovering in time).

One hopes sincerely that upon College
dispersal at the end of a long Summer
Term approntices take their splendid
publication of "The Thunderbolt" homw
to Mum and Dad a8 it is as much for
yourielves as for them that these
notes are lotended.

It would be invidious of me Lo proise
one member of the staff more than
another but 1 am bound to say that I
am delighted with Cpl Mchonald's
promotion to Sergeant and the credit
he earned himself whilec in the Gym.
His wealth of experience on the
pymmasimm flesr taking classes will
he preatly sissed apd difficult to
match = we were fortupate indeed to
have had him.

Cp! Cawin Morgan is our regular
Martial Arts instructor who arrived
at the College towards the latter
end of 1984 and gquickly earmed his
nickname of “Frank Spencer” and like
ehnt famouws TV personalicy who
damages evervthing e touches, be
possesses the perseverance and
dadication to oot only get the job
doge but to do it welll His leyalcy
to your sop's trainoing is second to
DIOMNE o

Cpl Horgan not only has the cime and
epergy to work a very full day on
class taking, do judo traindag in
preparation for the Army Champ i i
ships at lumch times, teach the
apprentices judo in the evenings and
weakends — but is also aiming to
incraase the college strangth with
pending addition to his family

(son or daughter)?

Cpl MeCarter's unrdlenting efforts
with our Baskechall ceasm did nog
reap the rasults we deserved but

the constant telephone calls from
unite throughout the 5E Districe is
a fivam indicacion on how well we are
nod knedsn a8 a basketball unic.



The boys will always remepber him
for the Battle runs he took them on
through med, rain and slush = 1 will
alvays remesber him for the three
consecutive lessons he took, each
one being a battle run through mud,
rain and slush apd ssch time wearing
the same s=ile and havipg the sace
aim and interesy in mipd - to pre-
pare your #4ch to be forever fighting
fic and fic to fighe:

Tha Training Syllabus covers such a
wide specirun that to place emphazis
on one over the other would be
futile - a trained soldier must be
well versed im all that is taught ta
him. In =y experience of 18 years
service, though, I will always say
that & guy who is physically Eit is
santally alert and more able to
receive and assimilate fmstruction
and learn sakill = fitness plays a
sajor part in a soldier's life.

Words of adwice for our senior boys
passing out into the big wide world
sedl surely therefore be to play
hard when opportunities arise but to
ales work hard. Exércise regularly,
run, swim, eycle and walk. Play
games and participace in spores,
attend adventutre training courses and
recteational courses when the
opportunity arised. You are profes=-
sional soldiers in a professional
Army = live up to its standards aod
expectations.

Once again a full year of activity
has meant Ehat the 12 =onths since
my last Cymmasium Notes have flashed
by in what secms like 12 wooks!

Inter-Company and friendly rivalry
seemE to be o copginuing affair with
the competitions producing the
desgirved effoctk. Standards are for=
ever rising and the RAGC cap badge
can be seen represented in most Army
Sports teams.

The Adventure Traiming Prograomoe
over the summer recoss again prowed
second to none with exercises taking
place in no less than six parts of
the world. The College of Excellencd
again leads the way!

Undoubeedly, one of the highlights

of the College spores calendar

sust have been the Inter-Company
Boxing competition held in November,
it im always a privilege dressing up
the gysnsasiee and the boxing ring for
suchk am event and especially so for
such an appreclative audience. The
values experlenced by our "Gladiators”
who wventured fnto the ring will be
forever in their memories and as the
Commanding Officer said im his elesing
address the experience of the night's
activities is an educacion which will
serve all our apprentices well in
preparing them not ocnly for Man's
Service but in grooming them as our
futurs senior Mon Comzissioned
Officers!

Thig concludes my Gymnasium Notes
after J yoars of a most enjovable
tour, full of intarest and variocy.
It has bBeen a plessurs and & privi-
lege to have served you all and 1
end by wishing you all good luck for
vour fuLutes.

EDUCATION WING
Senmior Education Officer Maj M ] McManus MA MLt RAEC
Second-in-Command Capt D G Ellis RAEC

The Autumm 19846 smd Spriog 1985 terms
sas further changes in the staff of
Education Wing. Capt Chadwick WRAC
mand Lt Newtonm BAEC left us for BAOR
in December. Lt Simms WRAC joined
us in October and is a busy lady as
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she is a Platoon Commander in B

Company in addition to an instructor
in Education Wing. Capt E1lis RAEC
joined us in January from Osnabruck.

The main role of the Wing, the educa=



tion of Apprentices continues with
such hard work being done by both
instructors and students. The SEQ

iz being wept busy, working clomely
with his opposite number at Colerne
in preparation for January 1986.

CROSS COUNTRY
OIC - Lt Ness

The Cross Country season started off
very Wwoll {(for A Coopomy at least)
with a resounding wvictory for Aden
Matoon in the College Cross Country
Chaspionships. However, individual
congratulations oust go to ACpl
Newton of Burma Platoon who won the
race easily, followed in by APtes
Adams and Le Carpentier amd ACpl
Bradbury from Aden, Ardemnes and once
again Aden Platoons respectiwvely.

The scene was set for a good vesult
im the South East District League

but ewing to injury and exercise
comul tments, particularly for the
4th terms, this wvas oot to be,
Despite early successes the Junior
Farachute Company, Junior Guards
Company and Princess Marine Collepe
Ecans soon began to run well and
improved from week to week. Ar the
end of Che winter term we were
hanging on te 3*d place helped mainly
by scme excellent running from APte
Adams, ALcpl Reed and ACpl Bradbury.
Aden Platoon's passing out parade
took with e 3 of the top B runners
in the College, but the situation

was not fon bad ap Aden and Balaclava
recruits arrived on 3 January.

Altes Hayes, Higginbottom and Wild=-
poaose from Aden Platoon have a great
deal of potential and APtea Patterson
and Grundy from Balaclava have alao
shown miech promise.

The Army South East District elimina-
tors woere hold on o freering cold

17 Jan and the new team, lacking
rumners like ACp]l ¥owton and Hors-
field performed as woll as could be
expected. Alcpl Le Carpentier ran
well to finish 15th while the
repainder of the team packed in from
A-T5, This wan a good team cffort
which will improve with tisa and
training. Wo look {forward now to the
Spring Term racing programme hoping
to maintain our well=earned Ird place
in the league.

The undermentioned apprentices have
begn nomipated for Cross Country
coloure:

ACpl Hewton Alcpl Le Carpontier
ACpl Bradbury Apte HAennatt

Alcpl Horefield AFte Hall

Alcpl Coates APta MNolan

Alcpl Reod

HOCKEY
O1C - Lt Hayward
21C - Cpl James

This year the hockey season started
with a bang in the form of the Bari
Cup. Unfortunately the roam met

3 Ord Bn early on in the competiton
and after a heavy defeat our confid=-
ence was pot quite the same; oeedloss
to say we didn't reach the finall

Oh well, the goalle had a good
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practice session.

Our success rate im che SE District
Hockey league has also besn somevhat
lacking. Luckily, because of Lad
weithor, most games were postponed.
Hopafully, this will give us enough
time to get into shape and start



winning before the lasc match! The
toal picture fsn't thai black really,
the College ham oioly played sgaivet
the leaguwe lesders and the end of
gane scores are rather misleading.

06 Lthe positive #lde we have had
ASgt Barey selected o play for the

Corps i a BADR towr., Also APce
Bellman has beeon asked to attend
Corps ttials and wo all wish him
the best of luck.

With such taleng in cur ranrks we are
eaparly awaiting the =moment wvhen we
hit ourc fors.

CANOEING
OIC - Lt Astley
21C - Capt Wilson

Te has been a busy time for canoeing,
gpart from the days paddling at the
Collepe apnd Coppany camps, @XOLCLang
have been mounted inm the lLake
Diseriet, arcund the Isle of Man,
gnd for the lucky few - in Cwyprus.
Sorzmal canoe training took place
twice a week with novices on Hawley
Lake, progressing to the cold and
turtbulent waters of the Thames Ao
the Old Windsor Weir, The intro-
duction to this locacion cam Be a
little unnerving as che entry is
made by sliding down a steep grass
bank and then falling with the

cance virtually wertical abeur [t
into the water. This results {n the
hapless victim plunging up to kis
ararpits in the river before
shooting back out of the water lfke
a cork. Tt then takes a neat
manacuvre with the paddle in erder
to prevent you coming down on your
head:

Canoceing is abt present taking its
Winter break, but we are looking
forward te the Spring and Summer
and have several more espeditions
in the planning stage.

ORIENTEERING
OIC - Capt 5 P Wilson
21C - Li " R Simms

Orienteering (or intelligent cross
country running) is a sport that is
flourishing at the Cellego with over
20 apprentices participating on a
regular basis every Thursday afrer-
noon, Whether this populariey is
due to the enjovment and socie=
faction to be gained from pitting
ones wits against che course and
succens fully Finishing in a good
time or vhether it is duwe to the
fact that the competitor aeta his
own pace and the idle can take
thipgs casy ie not known.

Two inter platoon comperitions are
now held sach term. The firse held

Rl

in October last wear at Hawley was
won by Benghazi Platoon hut che
winming individuals were APte Veosper
and Alcpl Eenoedy from Alamein
Platoon. The event was very sucoesg=
ful and only ene pair from Arnhem
PFlatoan, who shall remain naceless,
were sariously lest and terned up
after evervens e¢lse had packed up

to go home,

The second evant of che Winter term
was held on the more fomiliar
territery of Frith Hill (training
area Gl), All the cospetitors found
thesmelves on parts of Gl that they
had never seen before despite the



mapy hours on ¥MT lessons spent
walking over the ground. Alamein
wory the contest this time by a large
margin.

The College alse seént a bteam Eo
compete in the HACC Training Centre,
crials in Jonuary. The resulta

have moc yet been published and it
is not kneem 1f any members of the
College will be selected 1o
represent the Training Centre at

the Corps chaopicoships. However,

the ewvent prowided good experifnce
for all vho entered. This event
will be rememhered particularly by
ALepl Wright who decided to take a
short cut over a frorem lake and
ended up in the water having lost
his compass.

Future evencs for the erienteercrta
include the Junior Army Orienteering
competition in March apd the eotry
im civilian rum competitions at
weakends throuphout the ter=,

CHESS
Lt W I Astley

There has been a thriving interest
in chass aipce it wvas lptroduced in
early 1984, Ar present the Chess
club nusbers L6 and seets on hobby
evenings to play and learn new
mancguvEes, Ueder Lt Astley the
club is hoping to enter the Junior
Army Chess Assoclarion Championships

at Arborfield apd at present
competition for a place in the team
is fierce. This is a new hobby for
the College but it shows every sign
of being a popular one and gives

the apprentices a good opportunmity
ko learn an ipteresting and mentally
dozanding sport.

JUDO
OIC - Lt Hayward
21C - Cpl Morgan

Since Cpl Morgan becaes che Unig
instructor the "tatami™ {judo matc)
has had a severe pounding. This is,
aof course, only done for the banefic
of the studentx: ar at lansec chac's
Cpl Morgan's excuse!

Soeehow, howewveor, through all the
bruises apd strainod muscles, B
certaln amount of koowledge has been
ratained, On the 10 Hov 84 a grading
took place, no one falled co provide
the goods amd grades from Bch te Sch
Kyu were obtained. Hoepelully chese
will be improved upon during the next
prading scheduled to be held soce
time En Feb B85,

To gain more experience the Dojo has
travelled o various civilian clubs
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and training sessions. This helped
ub lssensely in cur first competition
which was the Junier Arzy Hovice
Chiampionships. Although all fought
well on the day we were unfortunately
"konoccked out" by the eventusl winners.

Congratulations should go to Afte
Mill (5th Kyu) who managed to be
selected for the Junler Army sguas.




TABLE TENNIS
OIC - Capt Wilson

The Table Tennis hobby is flourishing
at the Collepe despite being evicted
from the old venue of the sporcs

club and having 5 different 0IC's in
ag many months, Things have sectled
dowun now; the hobby has a mew OIC,
Capt Wilson, and has foumd o hose in
Lthe old Company offices. Ewen though
they are wmheated and crasped at
least the tables canm ke left perman—
ently sct up and one table has now

been made available for wsc by all
membard of the College at any tioe.

Looking e the future the club ahould
continee £6 Chrive., A ladder com
petition has beon started and prizes
will be presented at the end of each
tgrm. Contact has alsc been made
with all jusior units in the District
and it is hoped to organise some
matchos .

COLLEGE .22 SPORTS CLUB
OIC - Lt Burton
2IC - W02 (CSM) Blunn

At the and of zho winter cerm the
e ¢lub bade 3 fond farewsll e
Lt Jolin Newton RAEC on his posting
Lo BADRE, The club is now rus by
Le A W Burcon RADC, able assisted
by W02 (CSH) E Blumr RADC and
nusbers 17 in all,

The club mests on HMonday evenings
i term iipe. The main accupation
is flring fo the College leagus
fiodividual)d. At the masent che
table [s headed by 2 seshors of tha

permanent staff but the appreatices
ars chmllcngimg hard. (Keep Ceving
APee Salel!ld

During the coming season the club
intends to broaden its scope through
the vse of the Indoor Training
Theatre down at the Trg Bn and Depot.
There we will be able to improve
parksmanghip through the use of the
Cipe-Target ogquipment, as well as
firing at normal targets in dry,

all weather conditions.

CRICKET
OIC - Maj M ] McManus RAEC
21C - Capt G A Hazlewood RAOQC

The 1964 Cricket season Was bleAsed
with very good weather and the 0IC
Cricket was fortunate in haviog
aloost 40 players on his books.
Consequently the College could
field a strong Xl.

¥e reached the semi=final of the
Army Junior Cup, beating the RAMC
Apprenticea College in o very &lose
match by 10 funs. In the semi-
final we were beaten by [he RAPC
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Apprentices College by & wickera.

Cricker colours were asarded to
ASgt Barry of Aden Platoon. ;




SUB AQUA
OIC - Lt C P Dawson

Greetings from BSAC Ho 0534 Deepcut
Divers. The €lub has had a wery
varied year and a great many faces
have changed in the club, In June
the club vent to Obam in Scocland
for a 2 week ewpedition umder Lt

H A C Bnow, the diving officer and
ilt C P Dawson the 21C, A great and
varied amount of dives were experi-
enced ifmcluding the wreck of the

85 Breda at Arkmundish Bay in Xi-s
of water and Ehe apprengices fifeg
dive to J0-m off the island of Hull.

0o return from Mell the plameing
continued for Exgrcise Deo Volenmtis
in Sacdinia. Two days prior teo
departure, howawver, the flights
were cancelled and saa anccher
expedition was quickly organised

to Lhe Iale of Han, The expedition
Wi @ gredat success and the novice

divers progressed quickly enjoving

a varied seount of diwes iﬂcluding

cheir Firac nipht dive followed

by a Bar-B-0.

Smlly Lt Snow lefr the Army in
Septamber and has been greatly
eigaed by the Club, The Club's
new Diving Officer is 2Lt Devson
and he in asslated by Sgt P Silcox
who has totally reorganised the
elib kit &nd is oow on a kit repair
programee, There will have bean at
leant 40 apprentices who will Bave
lefe ehe College with soms sub agua
experionce and many of them with
Dive Leader {Jrd Clans) gualifi-
CAtien,

MODEL MAKING AND WAR GAMING
OIC - Mr I Heap

DBesplice falling mombers the Model
HMaking and Wacgaming Club has
carried on full of enthusiasm.

The Modal YMoking wing has been
strongthenad by the recent arriwval
of Lt D Burphas RAGE to iostruct

in the hobby, Az he isn a keen modsl
waker higaell it is hoped that he
will raiza the standard of model
making soongst the Apprencices.

The Wargaming Wing has found chat
playing for a long time once a week

ig much more enjoyable than the
ariginal arranpemont of twe shofc
scagions & week. Many interesting
gamea have been played since Sept=
viber, ranging from a Hediaval gam
wihiieh required a lot more nego=
ciating chan fighting, to a World
War 111 veserve demolition guard.

This term Capt T N Mouat RADC joined
the club, bringing with bim his
wvealth of experience in Wargaming
apd role playing.

FOOTBALL
OIC - Lt C I' Dawson

Football has, once againm, boen wery
popular with apprentices and at the
trials in September over 90 turned
out. This nusber was whittled down
to a squad of 10 that now make up
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the & and 3 teams.

Murinpg the first half of the sepson
tha 8 team played well and were
unlueky enouph te finish only 4th in



the league. The A team was, howvever,
more succesRful amd after some good

rasults eventually finlahed as

runnors up im thie 5E et Junior
Lospgus, The Commanding OFficer,
Lt Cel M L € Jiggens, presented
runnerd up mddals to the players
tha College Assembly in Fobruary

at
ﬂ“ﬁ =

The second half of the zeason has
been devastated by the snow that
fell in Januaty. The fixture lists
have gone completely Lo the wall amd
have been further complicated by
many of those matches that have been
played, ending in draws.

This term the Colleoge foctball teom
ia invalwesd in ) main cospotitions,
the Aroy Youth Cup, the A League
Cup and the B League Cup,

The OIC Fostbhall, 2Lr Dawsen, wirghes
Lo thank the assistants for all
their help this year, oamely Sagt
Cook, Sgt Turpin, Sgt Wells and

Spt Haslete.

Moy chacks to Sagt Brearéy in the
kitchen for providing sandwiches

and tea after home games, & facility
rargly exiperienced at other
gsfablishments.

CYPRUS PARASCENDING
by ACpl Cross

The teas ware Cold o moer arp che
Apprentice College guardroom by
1730 hrs ready for the cransport Lo
take us Lo BAF Brize Herton for che
4 hour Elight to Akrobiri airpert
in Cyprus.

Once in Brize Horton we wiéré =et Dby
MSI Martin and AFee Martin who had
travelled wp separately = we had a
6 hour wait, for our plaoce was due
for takeé off at O3MM) hre, aop we
bocked into the Cateway Hotel for
the night.

We bodrded the plane wery tired but
atill full of anticipation for the
experiences nhead of us - in para-
scending, canpeing and just in being
in a foreign country half way round
the world. BSopon after take off all
of us were asleep, ooly Lo be
avakened by breakfast beiog secved
by the hostesses. We landed at
0300 hrs local timeé. As we oponed
the door the heat hit us, only 9
o-clock in the morming and already
the sun was high, and so was the
LempeTAtUTe .

LandemweTs were waiting to trans=
port us to Dhekelia Garrison on the
pther side of the island. Om arrival

ve were greeted with a cool drink and
then shown our accommodation.

Be all ended up on the baach not
cany minutes after acviving., We
stripped off f{nto shorcts to show off
our embarvassingly ivory hodics con=
trasting against the dark bronze of
the locals. The only one who was
mot out of place was APte Whitley
who had just been on holiday to the
South af Frasce, he was as brown as
a berty. It wasn't long before we
all turned inte lobster coloured
humans but slowly and surely we were
going brosm, with a litcle paio, but
it was worth ic.

1§ SN here B come
AP Caira



The nar parasemier - Apde Whinty
dirt pumpimg marh Sgt Sneiion

The [irsr Tull day theve was spant
acclimatizing on the beach and
looklrng around the local town of
Larmaca.

Day 3, the start of parascanding.
This was the first time para-
icending for some months and we took
a little time gerting hold of the
ropes bul soon we weréd back in the
swing., All the afternoons were
devoted to canceing, OMSI Martin
was preparing us for the long
expedition we were to partake in the
following week .

After a few doys Sgr Spelron, In his
wisdom, dacided we were goed enough
te convert from che slow, round canopy
parachutes o the much sore advanced
sguara canopies, the 15! Parasount L.
Afte Catto was the guinea=pig "lucky
hie", at last he was ready for the
Jusp with the {insl words of eocour=
agement [rom Sgt Snelacn “don't worry,
we can only die" and as he went up
"you're gonna die", Catto disappeared
inte the elear bBlue sky.

The next maln evest was the Dhekelia
mile swim, QHST Hartio had a very
good chance of winsleag but unfort-
pnately only came 5th, not bad though
out of a few hundred people. Lt
Yalin and Sgt Spelson came fm the
late hupdrades followed closely by
Afce Bure who always spent most of
his time in the water when canoeling
a0 he was quite at hope.

The caboe expedition loomed up on ul.
¥e set off at 0%00 hrs and at 0901
hrs Pte Oldham capsized, much to the
delight of Lt Halin"s camera. Off
we Wwent paddling mile after mile,
watching the scenery go by and
cccasionally we sdw 8 hage Ban—o-war
jelly fish. We reached hali-way,

the night stop, and had & bar-g-gque
gnd settled down for a night uader
the stars. Rext moroing we were up
early apd set off on the home sreaceh.
All the way back we came, with every
part of our anatomy aching.

'i.-

Ram Air Coanpy
Firnt lawmch of LCE Cron

The last few days were dpenk par—
fecting the art of "tatgeting’,
hitring a target from 1300=ft of so
up im the air, not as easy as it
looked, We kopt missing this
elusive Larget:

Lt Malin, S5gt Snelson and QMS]
Marcin cook us out on the last oight
for a apet of dinner, very nice too.
We all eajoyed ouraelves very much,
aspitcially APre Whictty whe won the
best parascending of the expedition
award and ALcpl Catte whea won the
cinoeing award.

How we hed to returs to cald

England and back to real 1ife, but

I am sure all of wus vould any daw go
back to do the samd coursd -lganin.

The mepbers of the Leam WEral

Lt L Malin QMEL E Marcin
Sgt ¥ Snelson
ACpl Cross dlepl Caceo
APees Rulmer Dldhaz
Marecin Bure
Whitey



BOARDSAILING

Training hard under Burma Flatoon
Sgt Jopes, Alepl Coates, Conyer,
Kewvton and AFce Lock competed in
the South East Disctrict Beard-
sailing Championships at Theale.

Sgt Jones, Alepl Newion and APte
Lock had compoted provicusly at the
RADC Covps Annual Regatta ac
Bicester on Jrd-4th Auvgust 19845,

In cho noview class the overall

resulis were as follows:

Sgt Jones ird
APte Lock ath
Alecpl Newen Sk
ALepl Coates BiLh
Alepl Comyer fth

The race was sponsored by Landen
Wipdsurfing Centre and all the
compEtitore received o prize.

A NIGHT TO REMEMEBER

A Report oo the RADC Apprentices
College Inter-Company Boxing comtest.

The Inter=Company Boxing Competition
is held annually at the RAOC Appren-
tices College and is the sporting
highlight of the winter term. This
year, howewer, the event wasg mare
exciting tham wsual and was said by
many te be the best contest that has
been seen Lo recent Yoars.

Training for the event began at the
beginning of the term wvhen the boxing
coaches for each company; 5gt
Chriavopher, Sgt Dunne and Me Grimes
{one of cur civilian Patrolmen ac
the College) for A Company, W02 {(C5M)
Long, Sgt Snelscon and Sgt Jonez for
B Company polected their squads of
petential boxers. The A Company
coaches had members of Aden Platoon,
who boxed [ast wvoar, to lend some
axperience to their team while B
Company, all of wvhom had been at the
College for less than one year, had
to start from scratch and seloct a
cocally Inexparienced squad. Once
the squads of hopefuls had been
picked both companies sectled down
to an intensive training programse
chat had to be ficted in arouml a
normal packed timetable of military
crainlng, thus the wsusl davn chores
was drowvmed by the sounds of the two
teams tunning around the college and
the Lights in the Gymn wére burning
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lang into the nights. As most of

the boxers were inowperionced there
wag & graat deal to be learnt before
the tournament but as the corm drew
of the coaches were able ta select
their final team and the training

for ther intensifiod in the few weeks
leading up te the competition.

Heanwhile the College Boxing Officer,
Maj McManus ond his assistant, Wa2
(QM51) Martin wera woerking hard o
arrangs the contesc. A thoesand and
ong jobs, from imviting che officials
to writiong the prograsme all had to
be carried out to ensure that the
event ran smoothly.

Finally the evening of the toeurna—
ment arrived, the Company Bexing
teass were [ipalised, all che
adainistrative decails had been
checked and double-checked and all
sesbers of the College were looking
forward to a very entertaining
evening. The first twa bouts of the
eveping were special demonstration
fights between boxers from RAMA
fandhurst and Casberley Boxing Club.
Technically these fights were very
good but they were obviously lacking
in the inter-coopany rivalry that
wis to be a characteristic of the
tournanent to follow.

The first [ight of the tournament
proper was a flyweight contest



betwesn AFte lan Sirm of A Company
sl APEe lan Heteies of B Compaty.
This was a very evenly matched [ight
and boch bexers [ought bravely

kil ngdicher of them could throw

an affecrive punch a8 chey were so
exhsusted. The reRulr vas charsfore
decided by the Judges who gave the
decision in faveur of B Conpany.

The BeEL twd bowis, the bantga dnd
the feather weight contests between
APre Colin Kenmedy versus AFte Peter
Sendior and APte Antony Nash againet
APte Fevin Grove were won by A
Company to pub then into the lead.
The fimal fight before the incerval
vag a lightweight contest, AFce
Robert Hewell for A Cospany [oupht
fiercaly for the theee rounds bet in
the emd the Judges decided thac APre
Rov Conyer of B Company was the
wifiar thus the score was leével at
two bouts each ar the interval.
While the boxers retired to the
changing rooms for "teasm talks" the
permanant staff and their guesca
poved to the bar for a well deserved
drink, spectating is a cthircey spork.

The second half of the Eournament
began with another demonstration
bout which was won (a4 were the
other special bouts) by the boxer
from Cacberley Boxing Club. The
next fight was the light welter
weight bout between ASgE Robett
Berry and Alcpl Steven Davis. It
wias yet amother fiercely fought con-
test that wvas won by B Company
putting the overall score in thelr
favour. In the next bour, the
sixth of the tournassnt, A Cozpony
had ome of their most expariencad
boxers ASgt Darren Mumford sgainst
ALcpi Shane Coates. ASgt Mumford's
skill and experience sooa showed
when he knocked his oppocnent down
to wio by a knockout in less Ehan
5 geconds to even the szcore ab
three bouts each.

The next bout saw Alcpl Phillip Hose
defasc APce Jobm Catto in the firsc
tound of the middle woight contest
thus giving A Coepany the lead with
only two bouts of the touwrnament
remaining. The deciding fight of

I
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A Company Roxving spuad
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the wsight wvas a light heavweighe
bout betwesn AFLe Stevart Craviord
and ASgt Charles Butcher. This
closely fought fight was made all
the move exciting by the fact that
8 Company bad Lo win Lo stand a
chance of winning the competition.
1n spite of A brave effort by ASge
Butcher, APre Crawiord was Eoa
gtrong and easily won the contest
te put A Compamy in an unassailable
lead in the Cournament.

The final bout of the night could
have easily been an anti-climax
with the event already decided but
the boxers AFte Paul Brown amd ACpl
faul Sewton ensured that the
entertainment continued to the very
end and both of them gave all they

could to ensure chat cthe fipal bout
was as goad 8F all che others. APte
Brown deservedly won the bour to give
the fimal score of Aix bours to

three in A Cospanies favour.

When the cheering had died down. the
Commanding Officer, Lt Col ML ©
Jiggens presénted the Crophy to the
winning tean and congratulated both
teams on their magnificent perfare—
ances that had nade the event &o
thrillimg, Me thaoked all the
officials for their help theoughout
the evenicg, ond praised the hard
work put in by all the coaches and
by Hajor McHanus and the M51, all
of which had cootributed te the
auccess of the event.

LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
W02 (QMSI) Edward Martin APTC

Wik (QRMST) & Marien itk Al Loag
Serevor and Good Comduer M edal
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I 19894 we saw the presentation of
chie Lomjp Service and Cood Conduck
modal to the College APTC Instirvuccar
by Lrigadior Istead, the Inspecting
Officer of the Spring Term Fassing
et Parade. The citation redd as
fon] lowws

"Juartermaster Sergeant LOoACEUCCOT
Hartin cnlisted inta the Howal
Epgipeers on the 4th Janwary 1967
wiere he served 3 years with the
Junier Leaders Hegimental Royal
Engineers in Lowver. Om completien
of his jumior service, he was poBled
to Nember One and Number Three
Training Repiment Boyal Enginesrs
Il Cove, whore he completed a tour
a8 an Assistant Physical Trainiog
Inatructor. During chis time he
was promoled te Lance Corporal and
in 1971 when posted to M Engineer
Rogiment in Maidscone, wes promoted
to Corparal.

By this time GHSI Hartim proved to
be an cutstanding all round sports—
man. During his tour with the
Sappers in Maidstene, he represented



Wales and the Cowbined Services at
water polo on several occasions,
held the Coabined Services 100 yda
Butterfly record and alse counded
af f 5 vears of representing Fent at
bath sports, With his sperting
abilicy as his forte, he daclded
upon a pormanent physical training
career with the Arey Physical
Training Corps and he was accepted
iato this Corps in 1974,

His time in the Arsy Physical
Training Corps has seen his serving
ak the Royal Army Hedical Corps
Training Centre, the Joint Services
rehabilitation Unit in Chessington,
thie Scoes Cuards and a & year tour
with the Seventh Begiment Royal
Horse Artillery, where his efforts
and achieve=ments hecame aloost
weekly articles io the Soldier News.
After a tour as an Instructor at the
Army School of Physical Training im
Aldershor he finally came to the
Aowval Arey Ordrance Corps Appren—
tices College:. L[t was whilst
serving with the Royal Horse
Artillery in Ospabruck thac (353

Marcin earned early prosecion to
Wareant Officer Class 2 on 5th
Aspril 1980,

fis sporcing achievemants have
included coach and player to the
Welsh Hondball ceam, trainer to
the Bricish Ladies Handball teas,
coach Lo the Army Water Polo tean
and Lrainer/coach to the Roval
dorse Artillery swisming ceas which
did no less than the & cross
channel relay swims dand Bef a new
British record for the two way
CEOSSing.

Juartermaster Sergeant Instructor
Martin is a credit to his Corps and
the Army. His professicnalism,
personal inteprity and unbounded
enthustasm for sporc make the sward
of this eedal during his service
with a Junior Soldier unit all the
moEe FLCCimg.

Arigadier lstead then presented
the lLong Service and fGood Conduct
Medal to (uartmaster Sergeant
laatructor Martin.

TRIPLE LEG
by Major Richard Eccles RAOC

(Ot an attempt on the world Triathlon

Championsabhips which is a twe mile
gwlm, @ 75 mile evele and a4 20 aile
road fun)

by Major Richard Eccles RADC

At about 0100 hours on the 6th Sepi=
ember 1984 a green Renault & could
be seen speeding round the Paris
ring road at 130 kph driven by HMajor
Hichard ¥ccles from the Employment
Training School. W02 Edward Martinm

PIC from the Apprentices College was

not sure whether it was his head
striking the door or the comments
from the driwver which woke him,
howevar, seceonds later he found him
self wandering oway from a listimg
Henauvlt with a warning triangle.
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However, moments later the Renault
wis on its way again, for having
been given passage across the
Channel by Sealick, it was eager Lo
forge on South, But, just outside
Auerre some four hours later, WOZ
Martin was again woken when his seat
belt did a fair impression of a
python as the spare tyre blew. AEb
least he now knew where the warning
triangle was! The old adage that if
you speak toe Frenchmen lowdly and
slowly they will understand doesn’E
work with French policemen at five
in the morning., However, Wilsons
Ingurance of Salisbury in Iiaison
with the HAC come Eo the rescus and
a recovery was made, tyres mended,
bread, fruit and chocolate bought,
and once again the Henault was on
LS way.



Nearly a day after setting off from
Blackdown W02 Mactin was rushing up
the steps of the Triathlen office
situated at the ceéntre of the Prom=
enade Des Angalis in ¥ice in the
South of France to register before
the & o-clock deadline. An eternity
later he stagpered out under a
mountain of papervork, maps and
nerhers closely followed by Major
Eccles now masquerading as a BEC
reporter for Breakfast television.
Having mastercd 'Decathlon’ the BBC
felt that they could now move oo Lo
'"Triathlon'. BBC Scotland, who
actually had a capera ¢rew there
wareg somevhat scathing about Hreak=
fast TV's “economy™ coverage.

The following morning found W02
Hartin and another 400 odd competi=
tors listening to the trinl ahead.
But "what's all this? cries Ted
"there's 51 Phil Walker from PMir-
bright." Could he be on holiday -
Yes! — and luckily he brought his
bike with hie. Apd who &8 this?
but 51 Andy Smich from Harrogaete
wha hae found a Caledon{an Girl ta
fly with, (which of course means he
gets ten per cemt discount).
Sriefing over, the tesm move of o
inapect the course, the cyele [s
tastad on hairpin bends while feer
are poundod on tarcac roads with
Lasmperatures ia the nineties, all
ee be cooled off in the clear blue
Had .

Than back te the Hotel laid on by
Pickfords, those great supportors
of Army athletics, for a shower and
general brush wp and rest before
the meeting of athletes in the

Town Hall. Wine Floved {af course,
it is France) and carbohydrate
orientated food was had prier to
early retirement im preparatiom for
the following day.

Q730 hours Hcth September [ound most
athletes making last sinue sadjuse-
mente. W02 Marcin laid out the kic
provided by Bluemels Cyeles of
Coventry, gredased up, donned awim
hat Ke 190 and lined up with che

i

rest. Thiey were off and then the gun
went! ah well! not all searts are
perfect, Some 50 minutes and two

miles later who is the first Englinh=
man out of the water but our own Ted
Martin lyimg in 18th place.

MarEin
Walker

But it was not to lasi. W02
was rtapidly overhauled by 51
on the mountain stage of the 75 mile
cycle ride to be followed by 51 Smith
who mastered his down hill ‘bends'
technigue (which has nothing te do
with the fact that they had just cone
down from 2500 feet in lexs chan

2 kilomecres). Cyvcles were then
discarded as they took to their fect
for the final 20 mile stage road run.
By this tiee it was mid aftermoon
under & piercing blue sky and

soariag temporatures. WO2 Marcin
chased 51 Seith who in turn raced
afver 51 WHalker, through hose down
points, past oumerous water and food
areas,; and besides hundreds of
gcantfly clad girls who case off the
beaches to chear them oa. AU 7 hours
42 minutes S1 Walker finmdshed in G6Och
nlace with SI Smith in 7ith place at
7 hours 5] minutes and Wil Hartim im
118th place in B hours 20 sinutes.

0 yes) it appears that the svent was
won by some Asericapn professional im
6 hourd 5 minutes.

That evening they held the Athletes
Ball im an exclusive Mice night <lub,
For those men and women vhe had
covered just uoder 100 miles at an
average of 12 miles per hour ples,
the dancing appeared to be 8 liccle
plow. Io fact most retived early
ready for the prize giving the
following morning in Nice's beautiful
open air theatre. The French were
voluble, the wine flowing and che
cheques were passed oubt. None
appeared the AFTC way but our three
Triathletes wvere happy to have com=
pered apd finished well up in the
fleld in good physical shape, bhearing
tn mind that the compecition ond not
the winnking a2 the important factor?

51 Walker and Smich went their way,



while our team slipped over te
Coannes for o resc on cthe beach = WOI
Morgin didn'c know where to leok amd
Major Eccles found it all racher
pmusing!

Monday lOth Septesber found the
Renault speeding back up the French
motorways, tolls paid by United
Friendly Insurance, (o receiwve Sea-

link passage again and an eventual
return to Blackdowmn at & o-clock on
Tuesday morning. Major Eccles and
WiZ Martio had covered some 200
miles in 5 days, with Ted completing
100 oo his cwo apnd finishing well up
the field im the Third World Tri=
athlon Championships. And thus to
return with their quota of duty freca,
atan - and many BEEOTioE.

CLUB SWINGING
by WO2 (QMSI) E Martin APTC

The College Club Swinging Display
team has actracted so such attention
from outside agents that it is as if
the Commanding Officer had 'inside
information' to ite popularicy whea
he first supgested creacing the ceam.
Our bookings have ranged (to dace)

as wide apart as Dover and Tealy.

Forming the team wasn't easy as Club
bwinging is no longer a roubing
agtivity within the APTC or indeed
with the Roval Navy PT Branch and
inforsation and literature on the
gubject was extremely hard to obtain.
Coupled with these factors was the
'stand of fish" atritude that soome
pacple adopied Lo the subject and a
ler of "head bangicg on brick walls®
ongued)

I am; however, extremely grateful to
the RN PT Scheol for the I days
instruction they gave me; to the APTC
dusdum for letting me dig throogh
ald 7T poamphlets for routioes and
sequinces and last but pot least to
the College second-im-command (Hajor
Farey) for his help and time spent
an the project, in particular the
prasentation aspect of it which as
you will see in future displays is
teminiscent of “"The 0ld Army" and
somewhat nostalgic!

I am compelled to say hefore [ go
any Eurther that after spending such

ime with the Club Swingers iniciatinn

the display 1 sadly had to hand them

avor o my staff as my posting from
the College was confirmed and I lefc
an the 5 March = 10 days before the
first display!

The origina of Club Swinging go back
almost 2 centurics and even {urther
if wo roseached into the Club as a
weapen. A long shaft with o bulbus
end accurately wielded by the
mounted troope of che colonised
Indian Armies would often prove
lethal in a galleping charge. Such
skills did'at just appear and many
hours of practice for ceordination
and sErength would be devoted Lo
Club Swinging = rather like training
to pass your annual classification
test! The PT branch of the Royal
¥ovy have the “crossed clubs" as
cheir emblem and Bavy PT lastructors
arc always affectionately kocwe as
"Clubs",. This dates back to the
Inpt century when seanen had te have
abpormally strong arns for holsting
maip sails and other such 1ike

maval chores. It was the duty of
the PT instructor therefore Co get
all his shipmates up on the deck at
the start of the day {(probably
around & am) for mocning PT con—
sisting predominently of Club
swinging - they dida't have mulei-
gves in those days! Swinging Clubs
in all dirvections following cleverly
arranyed sequences and routines ie
nothing like as simple ns 1 Koow
some of you think it is = there is
corcainly nothing puny about con=



trolling a 2<1lb weight in eicher
hand with the wrist flexer and
extensor suscles working overtime.
Add to this a rovpgh relling sesn and

a stomach [uil of thick syrupy rum
{rom the aight before and wou could
have Lift-off.:

BLACKDOWN FIVES

o Sunday 1& OQctobar lase year the
RAOC Appreéntice College was "invaded"
by about &0 young people who were
competing in the Blackdown Fives
competition and in a Marching Bands
Tournament. The Blackdown Fiwves is

4 competition that is organised each
year by the Apprentice College on
behalf of the Surrey Heath Youth
Association, It is open to teams of

4 young people — two boys and two
girls = from local youth organisa-
tions who cospete in a variety of
evants designed to test leadership,

-

A ream peclle che Commiang Task

initiative and practical skills.
1984 alse saw the Aldershot Youth
Band committee holding their anoual

£ I

Harching Bands contest within the
barracks om the same day.

The plaoning for both competitiois
began many months earlier when pra=
liminary contact was made between
the Youth Asgociation and Major Ginn,
who was responsible for the Fives
coppetition. BEM Wise acted as the
comtact between the College and the
#and contest. Initial ideas for
both competitions slowly became firm
propogals and more members of the
College were drafted im Eo assist

with the detailed planning. Hotably
Copt R Elwell, who was made respon—
aible for the running of the Fives



competition itself and Capt 5 P
Hilson who was given the task of
organising the static displays, a
variety of stands and exhbitious
that showed the young competitors
what life in the Army, and in
particular the HAGE Apprentices
College was roally like,

Finally, afcer monchs of hard work
by all chose concerned the day of
the compecition darned. The events
and diaplays wvere all sat up and the
Collage was waiting, prapared o
receive all the cospecicors and
epeccacors. The firsc of che Teams
began to arvive abour 07X on the
Sunday morning. Teass were aoon
socted out and each teas was alle-
cated two apprentices who were to
host them througheut the day. After
reporcing to the receptlion area -
capably run by HMr MeShea and six
members of his coeoputer club - the
eams were thet shown te the various
EVenes .

For 1984 the 5 events were, firstly a
First Aid Test that was run by Sgt
Rainay and Cpl Starbuck. At this
stand the teams were faced with a
simulated accident wheré a cyclist
had been knocked owver by a car and
they were expected to demonstrate
commonsonse im dealing with the
incident .

From there the teaps moved on to the
Education Wing where Hajor HcManus
chaired a General Enowledge quiz.
The next stand was the command task
that had boen devised and rum by
Ssgt Torwacki: This consisted of a
sarios of tasks involving the teams
having to cake on oil drum over
sevaral obacacles. Here the
competitors were marked on their
iniciative aod commonsense. Anothar
of the evéntd wvas hald in the gym
where QHSI Martio and his ¥Tls had
#¢f up an chetacle course that all
had eo complete. The final part of
Ehe competition was che Indoar Range
fun by Le Simpson. '

While the teams were pol conpeting

in oone of the scoriog events they
wvere free to lock around the static
disploys that were set up around

Alma Square. These consisted of a
variety of displays showing activitios
within the College such as para-
scapding, canceing, clisbing and

Pavarcendimg 11 really prear

windgurfing. In addition these vere
a variety of other displays thak
demonstrated some aspeces of life in
the HAOC. The Vehicle Depots at
Ludgarshnll and Ashchurch set up and
ran an exhibicion of vehicles that
are issued by the RAOC. These
included an SAS Land Rover, a Scor=
plon and an AFY 432 which gave rides
around the Colleége. The Corps
Rectrulting Officer alse provided a
stand that consisted of a climbing
tower and a recruiting display.
Liverature and advice was available
for any young person who was inter—
ested in joining either the College
ar the RAGC. One of the displays
was provided by Lt Dawson and his
sub aquan ¢lub who spent the after=
noon in a large glass fronted display



Craderarer Dhassion

tank giving a dilsplay of sub asqua
SWwimming .

While all this acviviey was golog on

the band contest was held on
Dettingen square. Hearly 20 bapnds,
including cur own Corps of Drgms,
compéeted in one of thres classss im



Lorgs of Drums

this tournamest. All the spoctacors
enjoyed watehing the bands perform
and were impressed by the very high
scapdards achiewved.

Finally by & o-clock in the afternaon
all the events had been completed.

HMr HeShea and bis computer had cal-
culated the winners of the Fives
conpetition and the Aldershor Band
committee had chosen the winners of
their conpatition. All the competi-
fers gathored on Dettingen Square and
the Mayor of Surcey Heath presented
the prizes to the winners. e then
gava a short speech in which bhe conm
gratulated all the competitors aod
thanked cthe College for all their
hard work in organising the competi=-
eion.

After all the Eeans and bands had
lefe the College and life had
reburned Eo its normal pace; all those
concérned in rumning the competition
agreed that the 1984 Blackdown Fives
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competition had been the most success-
ful ever. We now all edagerly await
the 1985 event knowing that chis will
have to be even bigper and better
than in 1984,

In this modern age of techmological
fitness one may be excused for dis-
counting club swinging as o means to
strength development and improving
flexibility, but whilst it may be
deacribed as a dying art there
should be mo controversey as to its
usefulness as a pure flowing display
exercising team and individual
discipline.

1 wialk the Apprentices performing
all the wery best of luck for all
their displayvs — remember you will
nor only be representing the College
and Corpa, during and after the
display, but you will also be
pepresenting and displaying a dying
AEE.
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