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BRITISH SUPPORT COMMAND LIAISON &  

MOVEMENTS STAFF TA 1984-1986 

RECOLLECTIONS OF BRSC L&MS TA [The Lams] by Col C J [Rick] Ahern TD 

INTRODUCTION 

I had been posted to 495 MCLU[V], the fore-runner of BRSC L&MS TA, on two previous 
occasions.   However, it was during the period 1981-1984, when I was back with 161Amb Regt 
RCT[V], that BRSC L&MS TA was formed on 1 April 1983.   HQ BAOR had decided that there 
was a requirement for an all arms reserve unit to provide General Staff liaison officers to the 
major allied forces’ headquarters in Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and France in times 
of war or serious emergency.   It had been decided that this new requirement was to be 
achieved by creating the British Support Command Liaison and Movements Staff TA and 
absorbing 495 MCLU[V] into it.      Although now an all arms unit this new unit was to be 
administered by HQ RCT TA and it was to be commanded by a volunteer full colonel.   The 
area over which BRSC L&MS TA was to operate stretched from the rear boundary of 1st British 
Corps to the Channel ports.   The HQs at which the unit was represented included: 

British – HQ BAOR Rheindahlen, British Support Command Rheindahlen, HQ Comm Z 
Emblem, Venlo Staging Area, Rear Combat Zone Dusseldorf, Rheindahlen Garrison & 
Dortmund Garrison,  

German – GTNC Rheindahlen, WBK III Dusseldorf, VBK 32 Dusseldorf, VBK 33 Munster, VBK 
34 Arnsberg, VKK 321 Dusseldorf, VKK 331 Munster, VKK335 Recklinghausen, VKK343 
Unna, , WBK II Furstenau, Verk K 720 Hannover, Verk K 730 Essen, Verk K 731 Koln & Verk 
K 732 Munster,  

Belgian – MoD Brussels, FI/BS Brussels, CCCC Brussels, MCG Inter Peutie, BLT Ghent & 
EMRR Antwerp,  

Dutch – MoD The Hague, NTC Gouda & NTC Breda. 

French – 2 RM. 

US – III Corps Maastrict & 310 TAACOM Rheinberg.  

Thus, Lt Col Brian Emery TD, then the Senior Officer of 495 MCLU[V], was appointed 
Commander BRSC LAMS TA and promoted to Colonel.   This is thought to be the only 
colonel’s command appointment available to a volunteer officer, except for the volunteer 
commanding officers of RAMC hospitals. 

1984 

POSTING IN 

On 1 April 1984 I was posted from 161 Amb Regt RCT[V] to BRSC LAMS TA to the newly 
created role of liaison officer to the Bundeswehr headquarters of 
Verteidigungsbezirkskommando 34 [Military Region Command] at Arnsberg, a town in the 
northern part of the Belgian Zone of Germany, close to the Mohne See [of ‘Dam Busters’ fame]. 

The establishment of BRSC LAMS TA, which in addition to the RCT now included officers from 
the Infantry, R Engineers, Military Police, R Sigs, RAOC, REME, Para and R Artillery, is shown 
at Annex A. 
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The role of the HQs in Germany to which British liaison officers were to be attached is 
explained in the instruction issued by HQ BAOR for Ex Full Flow 84, which is attached at Annex 
B. 

EXERCISE LIONHEART 84 

This was to be the second [and last?] major FTX following along similar lines to Ex Crusader 
80.   The intention was to practise the reinforcement of BAOR in the face of a threat from 
“Orange Forces” east of the Inner German Border. 

The personnel from BRSC L&MS TA who were to be employed in Germany assembled at 
Grantham on Friday 7 September.   After lunch on Saturday we boarded a coach for the AMC 
[Air Mounting Centre] that had been established at Windsor.   We were then bussed to 
Heathrow for our British Airways flight to RAF Wildenrath and onwards to Rheindahlen for the 
night.   Although I had expected to be employed at VBK 34 in Arnsberg [my mobilisation 
location] HQ BAOR decided that I was to be attached to VBK 32 at Dusseldorf because that 
VBK was to control the area of the river crossings over which all UK reinforcements were to 
be ferried. 

This exercise was to be the first deployment of British liaison officers to the Bundeswehr’s 
regional defence HQs.   I made a brief visit to VBK 34 to explain the reason for my temporary 
exercise posting to Dusseldorf.    I then reported to VBK 32 and attended briefings at that HQ, 
WBK III and HQ Rear Combat Zone all of which were in Dusseldorf.   The remainder of the 
week was spent in setting up my cell in VBK 32, attending daily briefings at the relevant British 
and German HQs and in observing the routes and preparations being made for the river 
ferrying that was to commence on the second Sunday.   I also visited the local German 
operations and movements HQs to learn about their plans for the river crossings.  My visits to 
British HQs enabled me to brief the 12-hourly shift-change conferences at VBK 32 on the 
British Forces progress and their future plans. 

The two river ferry crossings over the Rhein worked reasonably well although some bottle-
necks were experienced and periods of no activity when refuelling delayed the convoys. 

After the UK reinforcements had passed over the Rhein and headed eastwards there was no 
further work for me at VBK 32.   I, therefore, returned to VBK 34 for two days during which I 
prepared a location report for use on future and managed to meet up with 161 Amb Regt 
RCT[V] who were based in Dortmund.   This also gave me the opportunity to visit the Military 
Ambulance Train which was evacuating “casualties” from the General Hospitals to locations 
west of the Rhein. 

The members of BRSC L&MS TA re-assembled from their exercise locations to Rheindahlen 
on the third Saturday.   We handed back the vehicles and the war boxes.  We then had an 
evening flight from Dusseldorf to Heathrow.   We reached Grantham after midnight and 
immediately paraded at the armoury to hand back our personal weapons.    

1985 

NATO WEEKEND GRANTHAM 

BRSC L&MS TA had developed the practice of holding a briefing weekend prior to major 
exercises to receive briefings from British HQs in BAOR and from various Host Nation HQs.   
On this occasion we received detailed post exercise reports on Ex Crusader 84 from 9 visiting 
officers.   These covered the lessons that had been learned and how these were to affect 
exercise play during Ex Wintex 85.   A Regimental Dinner Night was held on the Saturday 
evening to which all the visiting officers were invited.   Being an “all-arms” unit the band was 
exercised in playing all of the relevant regimental marches.   Their ingenuity was tested further 
in finding suitable tunes to represent the foreign officers.   In addition to toasting HM the Queen 
Mr Vice was kept busy proposing toasts to the Presidents of the visiting officers’ countries.  
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EXERCISE WINTEX 85 

Participating on this exercise in locations in Germany were Lt Cols David Jones, Rick Ahern, 
Jack Butler, Majors John Thomas, George Pitcher, Gerry Last, Jack Stancombe, Cyril Fletcher, 
David Sewell, Alan Edwards, H Clarke-Lomas, Beresford and Capt David Hunt. 

After holding an “O Group” briefing at 22.00 on Friday 1 March we departed Grantham at 05.20 
on the Saturday bound for Marchwood where the plan was to cross the English Chanel on the 
Landing Ship Logistic [LSL] Sir Belvedere to Antwerp.   However, fog at Antwerp had delayed 
the ship’s sailing so we were bussed to Dover for the Ro-Ro ferry to Zeebrugge from where 
we travelled overnight by bus to Rheindahlen.    Despite lack of sleep we were attending 
exercise briefings shortly after our arrival.   The pace then slackened with the next 3 days being 
spent in preparation for deployment to our war locations.   In my case this was to the 
Bundeswehr’s Verteidigungs Bereich Kommando VBK 34 at Arnsberg.   Because the 
Bundeswehr is primarily home-based military accommodation had been arranged for me at 
the Belgian officers’ mess of 4th Regiment de Chasseurs a Cheval. 

On the Friday I set up my cell within VBK 34, tested communications, established my working 
schedule and waited for Startex.   Because this was a solo appointment my day started early 
by getting to VBK 34 by 06.30 to prepare for the 07.00 briefing conference followed by a return 
to the Belgian Mess for breakfast.   The morning was then spent at VBK 34 prior to driving to 
RCZ at Dusseldorf for discussions with the planning staff about UK progress and future plans.   
On my way back to Arnsberg I sometimes visited WBK III or one of the VKKs while making an 
occasional visit to HQ BAOR at Rheindahlen.    I then had to return to VBK 34 by 18.30 to 
prepare for the 19.00 shift-change conference.    Because I was then too late for a meal at the 
Belgian Mess I drove into Arnsberg to one of the many attractive restaurants before getting to 
bed by 22.00   Endex was declared at lunchtime on the second Wednesday.   This gave me 
an opportunity for a familiarisation drive into the snow-covered mountains around Winterberg 
– a leave-centre town that I had stayed at during my National Service.   Recovery to Rheidahlen 
was on the Thursday followed by a midday flight from Wildenrath to Brize Norton arriving back 
at Grantham at 20.30 

It was upon arrival at Grantham that we learned that Lt Col Jack Butler, our LO at Munster, 
was to be promoted and appointed Colonel of Volunteers.   

GERMAN LANGUAGE REFRESHER COURSE & EX PLAIN SAILING 85 

The RAEC Language School at HQ BAOR had agreed to support a German refresher course 
for those officers who had completed the Basic course and who could make themselves 
available for the week prior to the start of Ex Plain Sailing.   On 28 September we set off from 
Grantham for our flight from Manchester to RAF Wildenrath in a Hercules. 

Because the language course was to be held at the Education Centre in Krefeld it had been 
agreed that we could be provided with a self-drive minibus.   Having a free day on the Sunday 
we took advantage of the minibus to enjoy a cruise on a river boat from Mulheim to Kettwig on 
a bright sunny day.   The course finished on the Friday with a course meal with our instructors 
at a restaurant in Dusseldorf.     We were indebted to our Coca-Cola drinking driver Lt Col 
David Jones while the rest of us enjoyed our ”bier vom fass” [beer from the barrel - often 
brewed on site]. 

Ex Plain Sailing was primarily devoted to a review of the Ex Wintex 85 PXRs [Post Exercise 
Reports] and to create Job Descriptions for the LO posts.   I took the opportunity to visit my 
mobloc at VBK 34 to renew my acquaintance with the Bundeswehr officers.   The final day was 
spent visiting the staff officers in HQ BAOR Tpt & Mov, G3 Ops and the Bundeswehr’s VKK 
731 in Koln.   We returned on the Saturday to the UK from RAF Wildenrath to RAF Lyneham 
from where we departed to our homes. 
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1986 

EX FAST BUCK 86 

Ex Fast Buck 86 was another exercise in the familiar pattern the purpose of which was to 
practise the various HQs in the reinforcement of BAOR.   We set off from Grantham at 03.00 
on Saturday 8 March for our flight from RAF Lyneham to RAF Wildenrath in a Hercules ready 
for our initial briefing at 18.00 at HQ BAOR Rheindahlen.   Sunday was spent in further briefing 
and setting up the cells prior to Startex at 18.00.   Because there was little exercise play 
involving my VBK I obtained permission to make an extended liaison visit to VBK 34 at 
Arnsberg which also included the VKK at Koln and an overnight visit to HQ RCT at Emblem.   
We flew back to the UK on the Saturday arriving at Grantham at 18.50 – just in time for dinner! 

PROMOTION 

On 1 July I was promoted to Colonel and appointed Commander of BRSC L&MS TA vice Col 
Brian Emery. 

I convened a weekend meeting of the unit’s eight Lt Cols to discuss the unit’s internal 
organisation and to set out the responsibilities that I expected each to accept.   I was only too 
well aware of the considerable military experience that each brought to the unit, many of whom 
had successfully commanded their own regiments.   I wished them to be kept fully occupied! 

I set out my expectations in Occasional Letter No 1 dated 3 September [at Annex C] addressed 
to all officers of the unit. 

As an illustration of the extent of military experience contained within the unit attached at Annex 
D is a copy of HQ RCT TA’s Manning Plot dated 1 December 1986.   

I wrote an article about the Lams for the autumn edition of HQ RCT TA’s in-house magazine: 
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EXERCISE LAMS GAMBOL 1 

Because the unit when deployed was scattered across the Low Countries and Germany there 
was little opportunity for collective training.   Fortunately, HQ RCT TA supported a request for 
an additional training weekend which was held in the Derbyshire Peak District based upon the 
training camp at Leek. 

We assembled at Leek on Friday night September 10 and then set out on the Saturday with 
part of our 24-hour ration packs and Hexe burners from 6 start points to traverse wild parts of 
the Peak District.   We all enjoyed returning to civvy rations with a well-earned meal at a local 
pub that night. 

Sunday morning was spent on a mountain top path walk prior to an early lunch and departure 
for home. 

MOBILISATION LOCATION RECCE 1986 

This was to be a one-week tour of the unit’s mobilisation locations for those officers who 
deployed to the Low Countries. 

Immediately prior to reporting to Grantham I attended my first meeting of the TA Colonels.   
This was held in the officers’ mess within Edinburgh Castle, with a traditional Scottish haggis 
lunch! 

After flying back from Edinburgh I spent an hour at home before setting off for Grantham.   
There was only one hour to spare before we set off for Harwich to catch the overnight sailing 
to the Hook of Holland.   After an early breakfast on board we set off for Emblem Camp, near 
Antwerp.   Here HQ RCT Comm Z had arranged a full programme of visits and briefings that 
included the Belgian MoD in Brussels, MC Inter, a tour of Ostend docks, the Naval base at 
Zeebrugge and another docks tour.   After two days with the Belgians we moved on for a further 
two days to the Netherlands.   Here we visited NL Mov HQ at The Hague, NTC at Gouda and 
HQ Afcent.   Our return journey was another night crossing from the Hook of Holland to 
Harwich. 

HQ BAOR VISIT 

Although I had a reasonable appreciation of the role of the BRSC L&MS TA I had asked for a 
formal briefing in anticipation of the forthcoming Ex Wintex 87.   Accordingly, accompanied by 
Col John Riggall, the ever supportive RO2 at HQ RCT TA, and Lt Col Stan Spackman, my 
second-in-command, we flew from Luton to RAF Wildenrath on Monday 8 December.   Our 
day one diary included briefings by G3 Ops & Plans, Brig Mike Betts and Col Peter French of 
HQ BAOR Tpt & Mov.   On Tuesday we undertook visits to HQ BR RCZ [Rear Combat Zone], 
2 Group RCT and further meetings at both G3 Ops & Plans and Tpt & Mov at HQ BAOR.    

On Wednesday we reviewed the proposed war manning establishment of the unit and 
discussed language training at the Higher Education Centre.   On Thursday we visited GTNC 
in Rheindahlen Village [my mobilisation appointment] before I made a farewell overnight visit 
to my former liaison posting at VBK 34 in Arnsberg.   On Friday, our final day, I visited VBK 33 
at Munster before re-joining the others for our flight back from Dusseldorf to Luton just before 
midnight. 

 

04 February 2019 
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Appendices: 

Appendix A – Unit establishment 

Appendix B – Role of HQs to which unit members were attached 

Appendix C – Occasional Letter No 1 

Appendix D – Unit members’ military experience 

Sundry photographs 
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Appendix A – Unit  Establishment 
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Annex S to HQ BAOR

Encl 1 to 822-6376 EPSrc
TNV0LVEMENT ANp Bgr.E oI _Tr{E-G_qRry4ryJEg&Iqq4I4L $Bry ri{ qxERCrsE rvLL llol,I

1. General

a. WBK ItrI ts involved in t.he exercise wtth elements of

2

for
the
Mrl

Command anel Control Organi-eal-lon. i_ts territorial movement
organisation, and various f-ormaticin?. and a_gencies.

b. I.lehrberelchsverwatrtung III i.s i.nvoLved in the exercise with exercise
contro I groups f rom cer t.ul" *n I L!*EI_.",g.bq q g lo! _re. r1, i t
(Kreis\^rehrersatzHmter) and affi"nu.

Resporlsibll it-i.es" - The !.,etqiioqial conrnan4 aJ'rd-con!ro_1 organisation is responslbte
corrnand and cont.rol" ln i"t.e own organisatG;tt-ere-;-(milit"ry;ommaril), and fulfils
support misslon wl,Lh regard to NAT0 conrnand authorj-ties, the Aj-lled Forces and

itary home defence"

WBK III

8o Wehrberelchskommando III
wlth tts nilitary dlstrlct.
requlrements of the Corps or
and the natlons.

b. It maint,ains freedom of
forces.

its territorial
con trol

(WPN TTI) c$vers the Land NORTH RHINE I^IESTFAI,IA
It acts es an intermediary between the military
the nattonal- eomrnand authorlties of the forces

4"

operatlon and can then fall back upon other

co It 18 reeponslble for area orgentsatlon and mLlltary home defence.

d. It, conrnands subordtnate forces and agenclea and works together with HQ RCZ
and other Altied cormnand authorttles.

ee For tLie Purpose6 of Exercise I"IONFIEART, WBK III ls the directlng WBK.

VBKe

a. The Vertel-df.gungsbeej-rhskornmando (VgN) (miLitary region conunand) in North
Rhine Westfalia includes one admi-nistratlve district (Regierungsbezirk).

b. It performs sn i"nt.ermedi"ary nole at. this level. At the borders to neigh-
bouring ceruntri.es, lt cooperetea e losety wi.th t.he territorisl corunand auth-
orities of these eountries" Its rnost i.mportant individual tasks are:

(1) Area and point defence"

(2) Preservat,lon of, freedom of operation"

(3) Planning of obst,aclea, preparation and maintenance of obstacLe
lnstaltr attone"

(4) Acquislrlon of i.ntelLi.gence.

(5) Area organisatlon"

(5) Support durlng dam*ge repatr"

s-1

rur d#" ff&Bff-ffiferrm



c. The VertaLdigungsbezirkekomrnando has at, its conrnand the Vertiedigungs-
krelekonunandos (vxn) (miLitary subreglon comrand) and often a home defence
reglment, demolltlon forcee, Logietic formations, and numerous liaison t.eams.

5. VKKg

a. Th" V"@ (VfX) has comrnand ln lts milltary sub-
reglon,wffieoraevera1rural'distrlctsandt'ownsconstit.
utlng an adminlstretive dlstrlct on thel"r own. It has combat troops for
point defence. In addltton:

(1) It operatee e regional information syatem.

(2) It receives requests for the uee of civit reeources.

(3) It offera adrrlee on poychologicaL operatlons and performa
other tesks for it,s own forces..

(4) It deals with the regi.onal securlt.y posture.

b" BR WAR G&B.RISO$iS work closely wtttr t.he VKKs. Dtreeting VKKts aE€ corrlrl-
issioned ft:r thi"e flus:pose.

6" LOa" Liai-so,n te*$ls {trerbindungskermnandos) from the territortal cornmand and
contro} organimat,ion represent the intereets of thei.r (}wn comland authorities. They
serve t,he exctrange of i$formet,{.{rn, are supposed to take psrt in all presentations of
the si.tuat"i..:n and thereby pr€aene &he terrltorial sLtuation.

7 " ltovesrent, eoriflreit

ao The raovement. c$nflrol +rgani.estion (Yerkehreors.anisation) in the Mllltarv+lltstrict eons{"a&e, undar the &{BKn of the traffLc headquafterJ (VerkK: Verkehrs-
kornmendanturen) mld the rftovement coErtrol net. The dlrectlng trafflc HQ for
BR$C i.s verkK 73S, wntteh &c a!"s* re*ponslble for rtver-croeeing ln the BRSC
area cf :lnt-erest* The novement, organlsatlon hae atj lts dlsposal the rnovement
a,sntro!, s,*m:munteat.ions ne&?york"

b" The traff,ic headqlrerters supervlae, deal wlth an control milltary road
and rai,L movernent'.s tn Etrel.r erafflc distrlet"

8: Mir-lggf=lg1.ig3" Yslqil$:Ig+qe*}}ssr,730 carri.es out is operarions wirh a fewofitsownFetr"dJc6ieFse@6upporttheVerkKw1thtraff1ccontro1
posts and controt points in the f,ranework of, a movement control net. It works closely
with Allled HLlitary PoLice. Ia the event of war, the WBK wilL have several reldjJ'ger
battalLns at ite d{.apoeaL"

?'- comFa! Tloop,a:. rm the mll*.tary dlstrlctu the cqlgrgsgpq consisr of home
defence brlgades and reglments f,or operatlons agatnEa-frffi enemy and for area
defence, as weLl 46, horne defence cornpani.es eecurlty platoons (Stcherungszllge) for
point defence. only one home defence company will be taklng part ln Exercise ruLL FLow.

10. qoD.. Th" E@*_(I.ogl pta.r.oon of the r,rrBK wttl not be
Part ln the exercise. Therefore, tf neceesait;-tE; Territorial Army wlll have
fal1 back on BR Forces.

taklng
to

11. NBC

a. WBK IIIrs NBC defenee ro'il"L be invovLed in the exercise in the sphere of NBC
defence wtth:

s-2
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(1) Th.e t/BK NBC crrl- i.ecLir:n centre.

t7) Tiie VBK and VI(K NBC r:eporting posts.

b. The Wehrbereichskr:rnmando ,*:i11 establ ish and assessi t-he cver;rll NBC
situation" It will warn subor:<iinat.e command authorities ancl provi.de
tirem wlth rveather report-s via its orvn special communic.ations netrvork
( tel"ephone network).

c. The VIIKs arrd VKKs work together r,.rith the Field Army and Allied
Forcesr NBC reporting posts" They will warn al1 endanglered installations
anrl agencies. The VKKs will allocate recognised decontamination centres
to contaminated troops"

d. NBC Defenee Battalion (AXC - AbwehrBt.l) 730, the explosive ordnance
examtnati-on eentre and the NBC control party w111 not be taking part in
t.he exerclse.

€* The WBK NBC spec,i.al conununlcat,iona network aims to provide trouble-
free telephone transfer of information regardtng NBC defence between the'! WBit and Lhe VBKs.

12" Dg{oqgg"".&S-ggg" (Exerctme Ftray HOT R.eaI Damage)

Er Terrltori&l ,i!,- '|'::y c.otluo{rrldere declde whether damagee to lnfra-
str$ct.ure ehould be repair;'.i lrsi.ng ctvi} repai.r reaourcee or by the use
of forc.es "

b. nur prflncipLe, forces themeel"ves repair damages to theltr or,r1r tnstall-
atielna and facll{ti"eso in ae far as thie is poeslble.

co GE fnrs*s wilL not be takin6 part in the exerclse. In the indivldual
1-nci.clemt.* deterr&i*ed by the BR exercise dlrecting staff, WBK III will fal 1
baclr ol"r Bfi. dannage rppair forces.

13. SgXghZ-l"WWp_.-$.gF-*pge (Psv), The psychological defence sraff officer from the
WBK advises mllltsry commanders on assessing the psychologtcal situatlon and carrylng
out and planning psycholog!"caL operattons. GTNC psychological warfare troops wili
not take part tn 0xercl"ee FU'LI fLOi{"

1"4. Corrnun icat toirs

&. I'lB "l c'**tnuc:iea!.J.ons cornrnander providea command and control and special
conuns uetwsrl** f,tlr t.he Territori.al. Army ln i.{BK I1,I. It is involved in the
exercise r,eith agetrcies and forc*s.

b" The area signals conunanders subordinared to lt represent the require-
ments of the forces as Xlai"s{i$ agencf.es to the post of fice maln administ-
ratlon offices of the Deutsche Sundesp<-rst. They coordlnate and deal with
the requests of the Gerrnan and Allied requesting agencles for telephone
1lnks. They perform the functiona of e Reglonal 1.ong Line Agency (RELLA).
They cooperate cloeel-y wlth Federal Poet. 0ffice (BF) advt"o." irr-the Corps
and Al1ied comrnand authorltles.

15. Logietics

a. Logiistlc f ormst-.i.r*rte snd f aclt ittes belonglng to the Territorial Army,
compr 1 s lng:
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( 1) Supply

Q) Maintenance

( 3) Lledlcal

(4) Depots

Troops

b. They are only involved in the exercise to a limited extent in support
of German troops.

16. Geo. The WBK l,lilitary Geographic department (Milceo) witl support the Allies

"s 
.e6'i?rud on the basi.s of agreements already in existence.

I7 " {oq_t* l{_el:,r,q+ sqppqf r"

a. The Wehrbereichverraltu is respon-
siblefor @

b. Kreiswehrersatz'{mter (iCwee) (military subregion recruiting offices) and

Standortverrvaltungen (StOV) (garrison administrations) perform important
tasks in support.:f the: AIlies and in carrying out botlr prepared measures
and those relati-ng to ad hoc requirements. They will takr: part in the exercise.
Al1i.r:ri Forces collaborate with the KWEATs and StOV' s via the local VKK

rasponsibl e"

Il{. GTNC (German Terri"torial Northern Command)

;.r. CTNC will tre involved in the Exercise FULL, FLOW witir elemcnts of its
comrnanql staff as an exercise control. group (RtC: RahmenIeitungsgruppe)
and elements of its engi.neer command in the field exercise. They wiltr be

based at Ex FULL FLOW Cont-rol ilO"

b. Ttre GTNC Cornmand Staff will form one exercise control g,rorrp fronr thr:
sr.ctions G2, G3 and WerkFi.i (movements control), and place it physically
in the vicinity of the BRSC directing field IlQ. The comman<lei: of Pi.Kdo
800 (Pionierkommando = engineer command) will be included.

c. This exercise colrtrol group wil L act as

(1) The territorial parLner
in relat.ion to BR.SC and RAFG.

( 2) 'I h e int ermed i ary be tween
auttroriti es.

and equivalent German r-rational commander
(Flank Control)

the WBK ancl ttre secondarv BR command

(3) As superior command authority
declaration of alert measures, and
priori t ies.

i articr:lar Icr the
of forces anrl

for WBK III, in
tlre allocation

d. [n the NORTHAG area of responsi-bility, GTNC is the hi,',hest Ge:-:r,rn
natioi;,a1 command authority and has cquivalent povrers wi-th COM''NORTIIAG.

lq ' 9u:x::'"
a. Pi.cnierkommando_800 (Engr Command), in the Iramework of tlre exercis,
co.'trffirmsthecoordinationcelIforAl1iecienJiitrtlers
frotn its fielrl HQ and works Logether witlr tirc BRSC Engirrecr C,rmrnander.

(i /,

1':- ItI RESTRICTED
'lt!J. i rs s.--r. - i.

,



1. 'i'tr. ri vor e nP'ineer companies (l:'lusspiorriorkornpanictr) ' 
I eti by tire

Cr.o:;<]ing,scr:mma"mtc.ethtlcroSSingovr'rt,[rtlR}ri.nt'
i'ol i,:',,ring the loss oi permanent bridges '

C.Nofur-t-trer(iTNCeii;.!irlecrtrool)Swillt-ak(lpartit.ri}iellxilrci,se.

')o. IO Itai

,r. i'ril lj\ilr)l-.ltilir wLLir AIl-lt'r

t r -, f.l':iiiilf'il-""'rt"i"l'tit'r' fcl-
itl llrt:r:r'rvi-rr1', tilt' 1r't'r'llr;in 0l r)l)('r1tt ir)I!'

l]q l-,ack ,tt .tltt'a (lltl) t Ii)()l)s Irr ()r(1{'I- i-{l

l)rcsi'rvc {'rL',-'dom r-l f ()pcrlti')11

orriir':..tr' t,heS(: i rrrolls.

b.Shoulclltbr'nececSi]r.-!'"fo::All..i.edcombattroopst-O()perati'otlLside
at].ai.€:ilwiL}ler;rcli-trsof500infromtheircrwninstalIati<ln,tlrenthrrly
i:}reatr+ayst()besut'tcl,rrjinaLedtrlt'lrerer;p()risibleterritrlrialc()mm8n(iC]l'.

, tlten ttre: ai.ll slr'-'ulrl ali^lays i)''' t() srit)-

I

ll. r,nr't'

ii - ';

RTSTi(lCTEi)
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Appendix C - Occasional Let ter No 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Commonder British Support Commond
Lioison snd Movement's'Sr€ff TA, 

' ' 
'.-

Cr /t-o r

E1 LC

A nominal role of

B2 LC E1 GE

this format 1s

l2o Leyton Leo
Cuckfield
West Sussex RHIT5AT

Business 0273 778911
Ext 353l

Home 0444 457131

E,-EIJ /'i{L
I

E2 CE

Annex A.

CONTTNUED/..

OCCASIONAT TETTER - No 1

1 . ]NTRODUCTION
\v A Unit Plann-ing Conf erence, which was attended by a1I lieutenant

colonels of the unlt, was held in JuIy. I am now wniting to advise
you of the decisions which were taken at that conference together
wit,h my comrnents on some other topics.

{ *rl ,q**^ntvs I) ,h L
I

SEN OFFR

I

2. GENERAL

To set the scene I now quote from the first three sections of the
orders which r issued at the end of the pLanning conference:-
SITUATI ON

The Unlt, has now completed the initial settling down period afLer
1ts formation and is about to reorgani_se to conform to the new
HO BAOR (WAR) establlshment.
MISS]ON
The Unit is bo be organised and Lralned to enable it to perform
its mobilisation task - and to be perceived as efficient by both
British and Host Nation headquarters.
EXECUTIOI!
To concentrate upon Lraining for role by:

i Attendance on appropriate courses
1i Instruction by Depot, RCT TA and'experienced members of the unit.
iii On the job training on CpXs and FTXs
iv To supplement formal trainlng with other training which is both

rel-evant and interesting.

3. UNIT ORGAN]SATION

The following structure will be adopted.

Commander

the unit in attached aL



{

4. APP0TNTi'iEliTS

The following appointments have been made:-

Second 1n Command
Seni.or 0fficer Low Countries
Deputy SOLC
Seni-or Officer Germany
Deputy SOGE

Adj utant
Oi/c Language Training
Oi/c 0ut of Role Training
Oi/c Communication Coord
PMC

Mess Sec
Assistant Mess Sec

Lt, Col Joxgs,."
Lt, Col Heath',.,(81)
Maj Botting teZl
Lt, Co1 Sp,ackman (E2)
Lt Col Bairkshlie (E1 )

Maj Evanson-Goddard
Lt Co1 Spacknan'
Lt Col'Wandless
Lb Col Mi1ner.Wi,lliams
Lt CoI Jo,nes: 

l

Maj Herbert

v

5. LANGUAGE TRAIN]NG

As we learnL aL the June Study Period language'tr,ain'I'ng 1s
even more inporLanL. Lt Co1 Spackman will be Coordinailng
attendance on formal courses and special to rol^ .'Lrelning.
anticipaLed that an additional weekend devoted:',t'o,: t'aih-guage
w111 be arranged prior to deployment on Ex Wintex ,.8,7,:.'

becoming
both
It is

training

ap propr iate

high

that, the Unit is a multi-ca'pb .dge','one I consider
of uniform dress has on occasion been below that

prepare a dress guide and this wiIl be issued
training weekend.

Causes for criticism in the past have been:-

a. weaning uniform other than that ordered.'
b. wearing rank badges of an incorrect type.

Non RCT personnel should refer if necessary to the Depot of

6. DRESS

While I appreciate
that the standard
which I require.

The Adjutant will
prior to the next

their parenL arm
c. wearlng incorrect pattern shoes and non kha,k,i'.,so.c,ks.
d. wearing coloured stable belts with combat un1,fro.ng1'

e. wearing host natlon pookeL badges. It is c.o.nsi ered
to wear these only when working withln the re1€talnt-,H-N Ho

I expect this unit to set a good example by havl'ng,'a ,very
standard of turn-out.

7 . C0RHESPONDENCE ,.' r--..,.,,
I regard a prompt reply to correspondence as e.sS91l-t141. My initial
experience was not encouraging - less than 50%,of,,.th€ unit replied
to the letter about Ex Lams Gambol by lhe reguest:ed.,:dEte.

8. MESS BILLS

Prompl settlement of Mess Bi1ls is expected. I:,-w.fla'.fllsappointed to
note that the names of 3 officers f eatured on the',-Mess rblack listr -

9. RESPIRATOR GLASSES

The Standards weekend w111 involve more than qss6r!':':tralnlng under
NBC condiblons. Anyone who wears spectacles 1s',is:trongly advised
to ensure that thelr respirator glasses are in $ood.',C-ondition and

of the correct prescription. Requests for eithrer": n,eiw or replacement
respirator glasses should be made to Off icers necoidq- I"rithout deA&y-

CONTINUED /
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. STANDARDS WEEKEND

Admin instruction will be issued
tendlng for this training.

16. HM CUSTOMS

HO UKLF has reported a significant
offences which have been committed
special care is therefore necessary
1n the future.

1u .,61f ,lpersonnel :prior to

lncrease in the number of customs
by service personnel. Extra
in order to avoid problems

1 1 . EX LAMS GAMBOL

Arrangements for this exercise are progres"it,g weLr. An Admin
instrucLion w111 be issued 1n septemben to those attending.

1 2. UNIT DIARY

Details of known commitments are l-isted at Annex B.

1 3. PUBLICITY

Arrangements are being made fon the preparation of a series of
articl-es on the tasks performed by the uni.t for publlcation
in The VolunLeer.

Further articles on matters of common ,intdr,ps.t,,,w1-11,,.be , soue;ht f or
publicatlon f rom members of other claB .badges. Poten!1at
contributors please give thought, to this and contact f,t CoI Charl-es
Milner-W111iams. To provide relief from t-he written, word humourists
are invited to submit cartoons. :: i'::.: :: '|.-'r'j':r:rr': ' l

14. UN]T IDENTITY

The Unit Shj-elds have been manufactured and it is expected that these
w111 be available for dlstribution at the next training weekend.

It, has been decided to commission a Unit Tle and suggestions for
both design and col-our are being sought. If you have any ideas
please submit them to the PMC.

15. DEPOT STAFF

As many of you will know Capt (OM.) Bob Lukes has now departed on
posting to BAOR. His replacement as D.S.I., Capt (OM) John Collier
1s now in post and he hopes to accompany the Unit on Ex Lams Gambol.

17. MOVEMENTS STAFF

The DGTM has felt it necessary to write about Movements and the RCT's
professional reputation. I quote rtthe common allegatlon 1eve11ed was
that movements staff were uncaring, unsympathetlc and unpnoffessional
in the way they handled thelr passengers. In short they presented
poorly and communicated bad1y."

Those personnel of the unit who find bhemselves in movements posts
are asked t,o take note to ensure that their actions r particularly
when under pressure on exencise, do not give cause for such
criticism.

CONCLUSION

I hope bhaf you will find this letter both informative and interesting
I will explain some of the polnts in gr'eater detail.'ulren we next meet

, dL the Standards l,leekend.
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ANNEX A.

UNIT DIARY

Annex A to G/1001 dated 3 Sep

SO1 ts only)
1 . 20-26 Sep g6 Mobl-oc recce ( Comd

2. 1B-19 Oct 86 Ex Lams Gambol

3. 29-30 Nov 86 SLandards Weekend

4. 24-25 Jan 87 Nato Weekend

5. TBN Feb 87 Language Weekend

6. 28 Feb-14 Mar BT Ex Wintex

7 . June / July Study period

B. 29 Aug-13 Sep Ex plain Saillng

\.i

re
:,rl::jlii-it
, :tt:ji:rllli:Eg
::':.aiti.i!

, .:,ii
i.r.l.;!:

1,..
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Annex B
86

to G/1001 dated 3 Sep

UNTT NOMINAL ROLL

LOW COUNTRTES

trI GERMANY
E2

E1
E2

Lt CoI Heath

Lt Col Milner-Wllliams
Lt Col Altcock

rj Couper

pial lnnes

Maj hiard

Maj Matther,rtMaxwell

Maj pool

Maj Mason

Maj Patten

Maj 01dfie1d

Maj Knight

Maj

Maj Muse

Maj Squance

May Edwards

Maj Bryan

Maj Meldrum

Maj Botting Lt Co1 Barkshire

Lt CoI Wandless

Lt CoI Mead

Maj King

Maj Evanson-Gocldard

Maj Graham

Maj pearson

Maj Mount

Maj potton

Maj HughGI

Maj Whitard

Maj Stevens

Maj Herbert

Maj Lilley
Maj Saunders

Maj 0rre11

Maj Burkes

Maj .Jesson

A.

Lt Col Spackman

Co1 Ahern

Lt CoI Jones

'Maj Andrew

Maj Fletcher

Maj Thomas

Maj Sykes

Maj pitcher

Maj Sewe11

Maj Cook

Maj Stancombe

Maj Edroards D.

Maj Cox

l&j Trundell

Maj Clarke-Lonts

Maj Besford

Maj Last

Maj Burton

Maj Lowndes

Cap'c Thompson

Capt Hunt,

Lieut McNicol
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Appendix D - Unit members’ military 

  experience 
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